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PREFACE. 


My design, in writing the following pages, 
has been to remove the obscurity that en- 
shrouds the minds of many as to the coming 
millennium; to show from scripture, that 
without doubt, there will be a time, when 
all who live, upon earth, shall have been 
born again; to enable my readers to see 
what will be the state of the world at that 
time; to show at what time the reign of 
peace shall be universal; by what means it 
shall be introduced ; how long it will con- 
tinue, that it will be a very long time, that 
the earth is now in its infancy; that there- 
fore the number of the saved shall be liter-_ 
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ally innumerable, as the sand upon the’ 


ocean shore, or as the stars of heaven. 

I have also throughout the work by a 
comparison of the future with the present 
and past, endeavored to show how we ought 
to live that we may be humble instruments 
in the hands of God, in bringing in the 
glorious time. Finally, I have endeavored 
to lift the veil and to permit my readers to 
see the work of Christ—its grandeur and 
glory, increasing thro’ the long ages. If I 
have done aught to make men live better 
lives, or to glorify that name, which is above 
every name, I shall be abundantly rewarded 
for my labors, which have been very pleas- 
ant indeed. Ido most ardently desire every 
purchaser of this volume to preserve it with 
great care, that himself and his descendants 
may see how nearly I have taught the truth, 
when prophesy shall have been changed into 
history. Your humble servant, 

Gro. WHITEFIELD MAcmMILLAN. 


10 


“Watchman, tell us of the night, 


What its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height 
See that glory-beaming star. 
Watchman, does its beauteous ray 
Aught of hope or joy foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it brings the day— 
Promised day of Israel. 


Watchman, tell us of the night; 
Higher yet that star ascends. 
Traveler, blessedness and light, 
Peace and truth, its course portends. 
Watchman, will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that gave them birth? 
Traveler, ages are its own: 

See! it bursts o’er all the earth. 


Watchman, tell us of the night, : 

For the morning seems to dawn. 
Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease, 
Hie thee to thy quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of peace, 

Lo! the Son of God, iscome!”’ 


INTRODUCTION. 


DEVELOPMENT is the increase, growth and 
unfolding of anything, according to its own 
laws and by means of the use of so much of its 
environment as is suited to it, and is neces- 
sary to its higher excellence. Development 
is the law of the universe. Theuniverse, with 
its central suns and revolving spheres, is but 
the development of dark chaos over which 
the spirit of God brooded at first, and is 
brooding still. The majestic oak which has 
resisted the storms of centuries and is able 
to stand for centuries to come, is the acorn life 
in its higher development. First the tender 
shoot, then the sapling, then the great oak. 
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The fields whitened for the harvest, 
waving with golden grain, inviting the 
sickle of the husbandsman, are the seeds 
cast into the earth in a perfect state of de- 
velopment, first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full corn in the ear. The mighty 
elephant and the mysterious mastodon, in 
the greatness of their power, were but a 
higher development of the helpless calves. 

The eloquent orator, the learned theolo- 
gian, the sagacious statesman, and the clear 
headed metaphysician, are but infancy in its 
progress toward perfection. 

The human race, with its fifteen hundred 
millions of souls, is the development of the 
first man and the first woman. 

This is true of nations, as well as of indi- 
viduals, or of the race. The Chaldean, the 
Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman Em- 
pires were perhaps the natural growth of 


the insignificant government of Nimrod. — 


The British Empire, upon which the sun 
ever shines and never sets, is the develop- 
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ment of the ancient Heptarchy. And the 
great and good Victoria reigns, in majesty 
and power, over an Empire grand and al- 
most boundless, which has grown up from 
rude beginnings through strife and blood. 
This, our own American nation, the hope 
of a helpless world, to which, the poor and 
oppressed of every land look for liberty and 
aid, is the national life of the thirteen colo- 
_nies, unfolding its resources and power. 
Development then is the law of nature. 
~The law of God—not the development of 
Darwin and Huxly, in which the universe 
is represented as making itself by a process 
of development without God—but in which 
God creates all things, animate and inani- 
mate, by his own Almighty power, fashion- 
ing them according to the laws which he 
has given them. | 
Now that which is true of the kingdoms 
of matter and of life, is also true of the 
kingdom of grace and love. Jesus Christ — 
_ speaking of this kingdom said: “The king- 
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dom of heaven is not in meat and drink, but 
righteousness and peace and joy inthe Holy 
Ghost.” Again: “The kingdom of heaven 
is within you.” The kingdom of heaven is 
represented by him, as a growth. Hesays: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 
mustard seed, which is indeed a very little 
seed, but planted in the earth, becomes a 
tree, in whose branches the fowls of the air 
take refuge.” Healso says: ‘The king- 
dom of heaven is like leaven which a woman 
hid in three measures of meal until the whole 
was leavened.” He hereby teaches that the 
grace of God imparts life to the soul into 
which it enters, which continues to increase 
until that soul is filled with the knowledge 
and grace and love of God, and is absolutely 
controlled by the. power of the Holy Ghost. 
So also the world, in which the church has 
been planted by Christ, shall ultimately be 
filled with His light, life and power. 

He has commissioned his followers to go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
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every creature. He has said: “Lo, Iam 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.” With this commandment and 
promise he communicated his spirit to his 
followers and as he had no rest till his 
work was accomplished, which His Father 
had given him to do; neither will his’ 
church rest until it has accomplished the 
work, given it by its Lord and Master to 
perform—until it has preached the gospel 
to every creature, and until all men shall 
have believed in the name of Christ. 


CHAPTER FIRST. 


THE CERTAINTY OF THE MILLENNIUM. 


we 


Turrerore there is atimecoming andnear 
| at hand when all men, then living, shall be 
oe born again, and be the true followers of the 
S Lord Jesus Christ. 

We have already referred to the grain oe i 
mustard seed, which, planted in the earth, 

| becomes a great tree, in whose branches the _ 
by fowls of the air take refuge. Also to the — 
aS leaven which a woman hid in three meas-_ a 
‘ % ures of meal until the whole was leavened, | 
pe as illustrating not only the manner of the — 
growth of Christ’s kingdom; but also the _ 
certainty of its perfection in the soul of his 
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saints, and in the world which he has re- 
deemed. This same truth is further illus- 
trated in the vision which Ezekiel saw 
when he beheld the little stream coming 
_ forth from the temple, flowing onward deep-- 
ening and widening until it became a mighty 
river that could not be passed over. 

The perfection and universality of Christ’s 
kingdom on earth is set forth, so clearly in 
the prophecies of Daniel, that no one can 
misunderstand what is the mind of the spirit. 
The prophet tells us that he saw a great 
image, whose head was of gold, his breast 
and his arms of silver, his belly and his 
thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part 
of iron and part of clay. He beheld until 
a little stone, cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, smote the image upon his feet 
that were of iron and clay and brake them 
to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the 
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to 
pieces together, and became like the chaff 
of the summer threshing floors; and the 
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wind carried them away, that no place was 
found for them, and the stone that smote 
the image became a great mountain and 
filled the whole earth. 

This great image is explained by the 
prophet himself. The Chaldean Empire is 
the head of gold, the Persian the breast 
and arms of silver, the Grecian the thighs 
of brass, the Roman the legs of iron. The 
kingdom of God shall destroy these king- 
doms and continue to increase until it fills 
the whole earth. 

God has affirmed this truth by the mouth 
of almost all his prophets. David in the 
seventy-second psalm says: ‘‘Heshall have 
dominion also from sea to sea and from the 
rivers unto the ends of the earth.” 

The prophet Isaiah says: ‘They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in my holy mountain, 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters that cover the 
sea.” “And in that day there shall be a 
root of Jesse, which shall stand for an en- 


C oie 
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sign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles 
seek : and his rest shall be glorious.” 

_ Again, the same prophet in the sixtieth 
chapter says: “Arise,shine; for thy light 
is come, and glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, 
and see: all they gather themselves together, 
they come to thee, thy sons shall come from 
far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at 
thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow 
together, and thine heart shall fear, and be 
enlarged ; because the abundance of the 
sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces 
of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. Who 
are these that fly as a cloud, and as the 
doves to their windows ?” 

- Thy people also shall be all righteous: 
they shall inherit the land forever, the 
branch of my planting, the work of my 
hands, that I may be glorified. A little 
one shall become a thousand and a small 
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one a strong nation: I, the Lord, will 
hasten it in his time. Forthe nation and 
kingdom that will not serve thee shall per- 
ish; yea, those nations shall be utterly 
wasted. For the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to- 
gether, for the mouth of the Lord _ has 
spoken it.” The prophet Jeremiah has 
said: ‘They shall teach no more every 
man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, know the Lord: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more.” The prophet 
Ezekiel speaking of that glorious time has 
_ said: “Then willl sprinkleclean water upon 


you, and ye shall be clean: from all your | 


filthiness, and from all your idols will I 
cleanse you. A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you: 
and I will take away the strong heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
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flesh, and I will put my spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and 
ye shall keep my judgments and do them.” 

The prophet Zechariah also says: “In 
that day shall there be upon the bells of the 
- horses, holiness unto the Lord; and the 
pots in the Lord’s house shall be like the 
bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in 
Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness 
unto the Lord of hosts.” Jesus Christ has 
said: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth.” It is not necessary to 
multiply texts of scripture, to prove what 
all Christians believe. The whole church 
expects a time when the world shall be sub- 
ject to the will of Christ: when in every 
land, and in every nation, on every moun- 
tain, and in every valley, in the crowded 
city, and in the desert waste, Christ shall 
be preached and all the people shall believe 
in,and obey him. Yes, the Christian world 
looks for that day when the great Temples 
which are now thronged with idol worship- 


_ pers, shall ss filled with the apne of 
- Christ. When the songs of redeeming love — 
: - shall be heard in every land, and shall be — 
“sung by every people, in every language. Ng 
~ Glorious day! But while all believe this, 
and look for that time there are serious dif- _ 


ferences of opinion as to the state of the — 
_ world during the reign of Chess which next ae 
demand our attention. 


CHAPTER SECOND. 


WHAT WILL BE THE STATE OF THE WORLD 
AT THAT TIME—SECTION I—THE REIGN 
OF CHRIST WILL NOT BE PERSONAL. 


Wuart then shall be the state of the world 
during the millennium? Some say that 
Christ will come in person, and by his phys- 
ical, visible presence carry on the affairs of 
his kingdom. Now we have no objection 
to the statement that he will be present in 
_ person, for the person of Christ is not Hu- 
man but Divine. That the Divinity will 
then be present on earth none can doubt 
who believe that he is God, and a Divine 
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person everywhere present in all time. 
Christ’s humanity has a human body anda 
human soul, his human soul has intelli- 
gence, will and subsistence. That human 
nature is mysteriously united with the Di- 
vinity in one person, and that person Di- 
vine. We therefore prefer to say, that he 
will not come to earth, in the millennium, 
in such form that his humanity will be seen 
with these natural eyes. His presence and 
power will be Divine, spiritual, life giving, 
creating the world of human kind into his 
blessedimage. When Jesus Christ was upon 
earth speaking of his humanity he said: 
“It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you.” Shortly after his ascension 
the Holy Ghost was given in large measure 
to the church, the assurance of the more 
complete fulfillment of the promise. Now 
if it were necessary that Christ should be- 
come invisible, that the Spirit should be 
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manifest in greater power, it is obvious that 
he should remain invisible during that time, 
when the Holy Ghost shall reign in every 
heart. 


SECTION II—THE PEOPLE WILL ALL WORSHIP” 
JEHOVAH. 


The people will all worship Jehovah, the 
idols shall be removed out of the land. The 
commandment will be obeyed by every na- 
tion, and tongue, and people, as well as by 
every individual. Thou shalt have no other 
Gods before me. Clear views will be held 
as to the character of God. All men will 
know, love and serve him. Will know that 
_he is an infinite, spiritual substance, filling 
immensity and eternity with his presence. 
That he is everywhere present in his essence 
and attributes, that he is infinite, eternal 
and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, goodness, truth, 
love and grace. That every good gift and 
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every perfect gift comes down from. him— 
the Father of lights with whom is neither 
variableness nor shadow of turning. . That 
he is Jehovah he changes not, that God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begot- 
ten son that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 
‘The idols in the great temples in India and 
China, shall be cast out to the moles and 
the bats. The temples shall be purified 
and consecrated tothe worship of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost. Idolatry has been 
the great sin of the world, in past ages—it 
has brought untold calamities upon the 
Jewish nation, and upon the heathen world. 
And perhaps the great sin of the world to- 
day is idolatry. But when that glorious 
day comes this commandment will be obeyed 
in letter and in spirit. Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me. Men then turned 
away from their idols shall love and serve 
the true God. There will be no disposition 
to make the graven image but to destroy it, 
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and to obey God. However grand the 
scenes of nature, beautiful the creations of 
art, precious and abundant the gold, the sil- 
ver, or the diamonds; not one shall be 
found that will make these an object of 
worship; but, all shall know, and each feel, 
that those who worship him must worship in 
spiritandintruth. Thenameof the Lord God 
must be revered by every one; no profane 
lip or tongue will dare to take that holy 
name in vain. The word will then be the 
law that will govern the hearts, minds, con- 
sciences and actions of men; and, therefore, 
when God says: Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless, that taketh 
his name in vain, every heart. will respond. 
-O Lord thy name is holy. It would seem 
that when God gives his commandments to 
his creatures, whom he has made and to 
whom he gives life and breath and all 
things; they ought to stand ready to obey ; 
and it is only because their hearts are har- 
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dened by sin, and their minds blinded, that 
they do not. And yet in our day and na- 
tion in this Christian land where God pro- 
claims his law with all the solemnities of 
Sinai, his law is broken, again and again, by 
men otherwise intelligent. It will not be so 
in the millennium. God’s commands will 
be obeyed. The Sabbath will be revered; 
for the Sabbath was made for man and not 
man for the Sabbath. The Sabbath will be 
sacredly kept, for God has commanded it, 
saying. Remember the Sabbath- day to 
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and 
doallthy work: Buttheseventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou 
‘shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy man servant, nor thy 
maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stran- 
ger that is within thy gates; for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the sey- 
enth day: wherefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and hallowed it. The com- 
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mandment will then be written upon the 
mind and heart of every one—all will love 
the law and obey its precept. The Sunday 
trains will not then crowd the great thor- 
oughfares on the holy Sabbath, keeping 
thousands of men from the house of God. 
and from the word of God, and from the 
worship of God, compelling them, by their 
supposed necessities, to sin against God 
during the hours of the Holy day; destroy- 
ing the peace of souls endeavoring to com- 
mune with God, and, annoying the men of 
God, conducting the worship of Christ in 
his holy temple. In that glorious day those 
- men now detained from sacred duties will 
be found in the great congregation, uniting 
their voices in prayer and praise with the 
people of God, assured of a present Christ 
and a present blessing; with thankful hearts 
- will they look back, upon the dark ages of 
the past out of which they have come, and 
to the hard hearted oppressors from whose 
galling chains they have been delivered. 
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The Sunday paper filled |with sensations 
calculated to degrade the character, pollute 
the soul, and turn the mind away from God 
and things divine, will not be thrust in the 
face of the Sabbath worshippers as they are 
wending their way to the house of God. 
No, no, peace and quiet will, in the sacred 
time, reign in the great cities as well as in 
the country. -God’s word will then be read 
and studied, not only in the sanctuary but 
in every home. And all the people shall 
have their minds purified by holy conyer- . 
sation, sacred literature, spiritual preaching, 
and secret and public prayer, upon the day 
of rest. The Sunday mail will not be 
needed and therefore will not exist. Six 
days men can hold communication with each 
other as to temporal things, the seventh 
with God, as to spiritual things. Therefore 
the complete rest of the Sabbath shall be 
enjoyed by every one, and all men shall 
employ the day in learning more of God’s 
nature and attributes—word and works. 
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Then the innumerable host of pleasure seek- 
ers will seek rest and repose in the house of 
God. and at their homes upon the blessed 
Sabbath. Then the rich reward of keeping 
the Sabbath shall be the inheritauce of all 
people. As the prophet Isaiah has said: 
“Tf thou turn away thy foot’ from ithe Sab- 
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the 
- holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt 
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine own words: ‘Then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee 
_ to ride upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob, 
thy father ; for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.” The Sabbath was made for man, 
not only as an individual, but for the fam- 
ily, the community, thestate. The Sabbath 
is a most powerful instrumentality for the 
prevention of crime. Sin is a destroyer. 
It has broken up very many families. It 
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is ruining their peace and happiness, even 
now. Children have been ruined physi- 
cally, intellectually and morally by the vices 
of their parents. Parents have had their 
grey hairs brought down with dishonor to 
their graves, by the vices of their children. 
Sometimes parents treat their children with 
a degree of hardness that reveals a want of 
affection, and this has a reflex influence on 
their action toward their parents. The gol- 
den rule has a deeper meaning than we 
sometimes see in it. Not only should we 
do to others as we desire them to do unto us, 
but as a rule, men treat us very much as we 
treat them. If they are treated with kind- 
ness, affability and love, we find them recip- 
rocating these affections, and actions. If ~ 
treated with coldness, harshness or insult we 
are likely to receive the same in return. 
Now this is especially true in the family, 
where every emotion and action is seen, 
in which the multiplied emotions and actions 
are every day observed. The human mind 
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and heart is very much what it is made by 
its environment. Kind friends are made by 
kind actions. Parents that are good, kind, 
faithful and true, to the interests of their 
children, are likely to have children loving, 
faithful and true. Now in the millennium 
we will no more see the family rent, broken 
up, ruined by vice; but all the members 
loving and beloved. The vices of the father 
will not then bring disgrace, disease, and 
ruin upon their children, nor will the chil- 
dren bring down the grey hairs of their 
parents to the grave with dishonor. In 
that day the hearts of the fathers will be 
turned to their children and the hearts of 
the children to their fathers. Honour thy 
father and thy mother that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, will be written upon the 
heart and manifest in the life of every child. 
Glorious day! There is nothing in the 
world more beautiful to behold, or blessed 
to enjoy than the family circle, bound to- 
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gether in the bonds of holy love. Father, 
mother, brother, sister, all loving, honoring 
each other. Have you not entered the 
house of Christian culture, where not a dis- 
cordant word was spoken, not an angry look 
observed, nor an unkind action performed, 
but where kindness, love and grace appeared 
in every look, word and act? The children 
not only here, but wherever found, and in 
whatever engaged, by word and act will 
honor their father and their mother. In 
the millennium the world will be filled with 
these homes. If the millennium would do 
no more for us than this how rich the bless- 
ing. To have the home redeemed, sancti- 
fied and given to us in its heavenly blessed- 
ness, is one of the richest boons that earth 
can enjoy. The community is the larger 
home, and the state the more extended com- 
munity, and the world the universal goy- 
ernment. If then the family is as it should 
be, the community made up of these holy 
families reunited, must be like the family 
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or families of which it is composed. If the 
state is made of community it will be like 
the elements from which it has sprung. 
Therefore every family, community and 
nation shall then be bound together by the 
bands of Christian love. Now it is needless 
to state here that among this kind, gentle, 
refined, loving people, there will be no mur- 
der. ‘To-day the heart sickens as we take 
up the daily paper, and read of the almost 
daily murder and suicide that has taken 
place at the low saloon, by the drunken | 
reveller ; or angered, and crazed, by injury 
received, or disappointed love, one brother 
 bathes his hand in another’s blood. But 
in that-blessed day there will be no murder. 
The command: ‘Thou shalt not kill, will 
be honored by perfect obedience. Then 
infanticide, so prevalent in heathen lands, 
will be no more. The little children 
will be permitted to live and learn of 
Christ. The heathen mother will be turned 
to Christ; she will serve the cruel idol no 
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more. Instead of the demand for the sacri- 
fice of her little ones to appease the wrath 
of the bloody god, she will hear the sweet 
and gentle voice of Jesus saying: “Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Then infanticide in that other 
and more awful form so prevalent in this 
and other lands will be unknown. The 
unborn infant will not then be deprived of 
life by the hands of the wicked mother. 
The murderer upon the gallows is despised 
by every one. The blood of his fellow man, 
innocent blood, is upon his hands; but, sHE 
guilty of the blacker crime of shedding the 
more innocent blood, is high in society ; she 
may be an honored member of the church ; 
she may be found at the communion table, 
or at the moral reform society ; yet she has 


blood stains upon her hands and upon her 
heart that ten thousand rivers of water clear 


as crystal can never wash away. She says, 
“the deed was done before there was any 
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manifestation of life.” Yet there was life, 
though too weak to assert its presence; she 
says: “The soul, the immortal part, was 
not yet formed by the divine hand.” But 
it is not the immortal soul, the murderer 
kills, it is the natural life; besides no mor- 
tal can tell at what time the immortal soul 
is created in the coming child. It matters 
not, she that destroys the infant in any 
stage, from the time growth begins, has 
killed the child—the coming man or woman 
—in every sense that it was in her power so 
to do; and is a murderer of the blackest 
hue—her sin is of the deepest dye. In the 
coming time the commandment: ‘Thou 
shalt not kill,’ will be obeyed by every one. 
The mother will no more be stained with 
the blood of innocence. How blessed then 
the society of this redeemed earth. Then 
the large family will again appear. The 
community will be a band of brethren; the 


- state a vast brotherhood. At that time 


peace, love and harmony will prevail every- 
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where. Then the earth and heavens will 
appear so grand, that they will appear like 
a new heavensandanewearth. Old things 
shall have passed away and all things be- 
come new. 

It is not without meaning that the sixth 
and seventh commandments are so closely 
connected in the sacred decalogue, con- 
demning these two great sins, adultery and 
murder, since the one is so frequently the 
cause of the other. The betrayer is hunted 
by the innocent and injured; or by-some of 
her relatives, and his blood is shed as a pen- 
alty of the injury done. Indeed when we 
consider the prevalence of impurity in this 
and every land, is it strange that we see so 
much blood shed—that we hear of so much 
retribution? It is not only the great cities 
like New York, Chicago and St. Louis, 
London and Paris, that have these dens of 
darkness, but they are to be found in many 
of the smaller towns. Hundreds of boys 
and girls—aye thousands are every year 
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initiated in a course of life and crime in 
these dens of darkness, so disgraceful that 
their deeds of shame cannot be mentioned 
without shocking the better sense of the 
truly pure. All this in a Christian land, 
and no proper effort for its suppression. 
Now when the millennium comes these ter- 
rible places will be overturned and their © 
victims delivered. The youth will not be 
led estray by the degraded, who seek their 
ruin for pay. The son, the daughter, the 
wife, the home, will be protected from the 
emissaries of evil; for God will dwell ’round 
about the habitation of his saints a wall of 
fire. At that time, when faithful parents 
are made glad, by the reception of a son 
whom they hope will perpetuate their name 
and fame, there will be no sting connected 
therewith, lest the one they so dearly love 
should, by wickedness, disgrace that name, 
or suffer forever the penalties of a life of 
sin. But there will be additional joy in 
view of the precious thought that they and 
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he will certainly dwell together in heaven. 
We therefore with delight lift the veil and 
look forward to the time when grace shall 
relgn in every heart—and when every man 
-and woman and child shall be blessed of 
the Lord. 

In every land and in every nation, the 
marriage relation will be honored, the mar- 
riage bond regarded inviolable. That no- 
blest of the relations of life, why should it 
not? Instituted in Eden’s bowers, wherein 
was every thing delightful to see, sweet to 
taste, and blessed to enjoy. Our first 
parents in purest innocence, the contracting 
parties, the cherubim and the seraphim, the 
witnesses; the angels of God, the guests; 
and God himself the officiating priest. A 
relation that has blessed the race of man all 
along the line of its history ; itselfa type of 
that more intimate relation of Christ and 
his church ; it will be restored to the church 
in that future time with much ot its prime- 
val glory. At that time, if a soul could be 
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found so impure, that it would obtrude itself 
upon the innocence and purity of the help- 
less, it would be unfit for this redeemed. 
world, it would only be fit for the world of 
darkness and of death; and thither it 
~ would be hurled by no human, but by the 
divine hand. Purity of heart, purity of 
action, purity of life, will then prevail 
every where. ‘Trust, confidence in the par- 
ties to the covenant of marriage, will ever 
remain unmoved and immovable. “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery,” will not then 
be written upon tables of stone, but upon 
_ the fleshly tables of the heart. 

Every commandment of God will then be 
held sacred, both because God has given 
them to us, and because they are excellent 
in their own nature, and well suited to our 
condition. That man wants but little here 
below, nor wants that little long, is a truism 
understood by very many, appreciated and 
practiced by very few. If the minds of 
men were purified by divine grace, if their 
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thoughts were turned heavenward, if they 
realized how short life is, how soon death 
will be, they would perhaps not desire what 
is not their own. The mind that dwells in 
a heavenly atmosphere will be wafted by 
spiritual breezes away from the goods that 
belong to another. Honor and honesty are 
virtues recognized by the good and the bad 
alike; but, the desire for what is not his 
own is a temptation too potent for the sin- 
ful heart unassisted to resist. But when 
the soul is brought into a higher and more 
spiritual atmosphere it will rise above these 
wicked desires, and the property of another 
will besafe in its hands. 

The commandment, “Thou shalt not 
steal,” tho’ often broken, will doubtless be 
obeyed by every one, in that blessed day, 
when holiness unto the Lord shall be writ- 
ten upon everything that is. There will 
then also be a “more vivid” consciousness 
of the Divine presence. “IHou Gop 
SEEST ME,” will be written in every heart, 
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and impressed upon every soul, so that 
men will fear to touch the forbidden thing. 
If this consciousness of the Divine pres- 
ence had been felt by Achin he would 
never have touched the wedge of gold. 
Neither would any one now break the holy 
commandment and commit this great sin, 
if he realized that God was present. That 
conscious presence of the Holy God will 
prevail in the Holy time. Honesty. will 
then be pleasant and beautiful. Every one 
will be careful of another’s property and 
interest; and no one will take away the 
goods of another without an equivalent. 
The disposition to over-reach a brother in 
contracts, so common now, will cease. The 
law of love will so far prevail, that no one 
will covet the property of another; nor 
will any attempt be made to injure his good 
name. The neighbor will not then bear 
false witness against the neighbor, but 
speak the truth in love. 
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SECTION III. 

The saloon, the curse of this Nation and 
and other nations, will disappear. The 
hundreds of thousands of men and boys 
will not then be sacrificed yearly by this 
instrumentality of Satin. The human race 
will then be one vast brotherhood. One 
will not live by the destruction of his 
brother; but each will endeavor to promote 
the safety and happiness of the other. There 
will not then be found men whom some call 
good citizens to sign petitions for these sinks 
of hell, as are now found in some parts of 
these United States. It seems to me like 
this, in some of the States of this Union, a 
man cannot keep a saloon unless he can 
prove that he is a moral man; that a saloon, 
a place of retailing liquors, is needed in that 
community; that twelve freeholders will 
sign a petition affirming that the petitioner 
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is a moral man; and thatasaloon is needed 
at that particular place. What a contra- 
diction! A moral man keep a saloon! A 
- moral man sell whiskey! A saloon needed 
at that place! In other words, there are 
some old drunkards there that are not quite 
finished yet, and some boys that have not 
been destroyed; and he secures the names 
of twelve citizens to help him destroy them. 
The license is obtained, and the business is 
commenced. Hundreds of poor, degraded 
men with a burning thirst for liquor, stand- 
ing upon the verge of eternity, gather 
around, enter the dark abode, and continue 
the habit until they take the last leap into 
the still darker abode, if, indeed, hell be a 
darker abode. The youth not initiated pass 
by at first, then enter, and taste, then learn 
to love, and finally take the place of those 
gone before them to their awful account, 
ready to take their final leap and Be the 
companions of those gone before in black 
despair; while other youths are forming 
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the ruinous habit. But the heart sickens 
at the scene; we turn to the millennium day, 
when the saloonkeeper will be hurled to the 
fire that never shall be quenched, and the 
worm that shall never die; and men and 
boys be delivered from the temptation of 
learning to drink the cup of poison, which 
will ruin them, body, mind and soul, for 
time and eternity. Then the youth will 
grow up useful men, the worshippers of the 
living God, a blessing to society. 


SECTION IV. 

Wars will cease to the ends of the earth. 
Ever since man fell and sin entered our 
world, blood has been shed. At times there 
have been thousands of men slaughtered in 
a single day, upon the field of battle. In 
the past ages, one war was scarcely con- 
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cluded until another was commenced ; wars 
were commenced and carried on for gain; 
that one nation and one people might eat 
the fruits of another people’s labor. Some- 
times a trifling insult offered, or supposed 
to be offered (frequently not intended) to 
some potentate or ruler, was regarded as 
sufficient cause of war. Weapons most 
destructive have been invented for the pur- 
pose of killing men in large numbers in 
war. ‘The love of war has even taken pos- 
session of enlightened. and civilized peo- 
ples. Captains who could so direct men 
and armies that they could slaughter most, 
- were, therefore, styled great. How many 
men who have been driven without their 
own consent to the cannon’s mouth, or to 
the point of spear, or to the edge of the 
sword, have trembled in awful terror in 
view of eternity unprepared? How many 
mothers’ hearts have been broken in view 
of their sons being torn away from them 
never to return? How many wives have 
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seen their hopes and happiness destroyed . 
in asingle day by cruel war? How many 
little children have been made fatherless in 
an hour in the battle? How sad the condi- 
tion of cities besieged by armies, and after 
days and months of siege, sacked by the in- 
vading and the conquering foe. Many 
families now living can remember how their 
whole happiness was destroyed by the late 
war, in this, our own beloved country, our 
own America. But we turn from these 
heartrending scenes, we look forward thro’ 
the words of the prophet, and we see a 
glorious day dawning upon our world in 
which there will be no more wars. 
Parents will not see their children, their 
hope, torn away from them, and forced to 
the field of death. The tender wife will : 
not see the dearest object of her affections, 
and with him all her earthly hopes, -re- 
moved from her in a single day, and 
ushered to the field of death. Little chil- 
dren, then, will not be made fatherless and 
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homeless by cruel war—all will be peace, 
and all happiness. The word of God gives 
us the fullest assurance of this blessed truth. 
The psalmist says: He causeth wars to 
cease unto the ends of theearth. He break- 
eth the bow and cutteth the spear in sunder. 
He burneth the chariot with fire; be still, 
and know that I am God. The prophet 
says: In that day swords shall be beaten 
into plow shares, and spears into pruning 
hooks, and men shall learn war no more. 
True, at the end of the millennium there 
will be an unregenerate race of men appear 
who will attempt to destroy the Church, but 
fire will come. down from heaven and 
destroy them. 
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| SECTION V. 

The rulers of the people will then be the 
servants of God. I mean not that men will 
profess the religion of Christ in order to 
secure a place in government and then 


work political tricks to hold that place; but. 
that they will be the true servants of Je-. 


hovah. In such governments as our own, 
it is a great sin, if we know the character 
of men seeking promotion, to be opposed 
to Christ, to raise them to power. Jesus 
Christ is to-day the Chief Ruler of this and 
every nation onearth. A1l power in heaven 


and earth has been given into his hands— 


He is the mediatorial King. The highest 
officers of each nation are, so to speak, his 
cabinet. Now, is it not an insult to the 
Heavenly King to place at his side officials 
who are his enemies? So, too, the consti- 
tution of every nation ought to recognize 


a 
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- Christ as its author—the laws of nations 
ought to be made in accordance with His 
law. This will be done in that glorious 
time. The name of Jesus will be acknowl- 
edged by every ruler; will be written in the 
constitution of every State; holiness unto 
the Lord will be written there. 

There will be no unbelievers in the sa- 
ered Scriptures. The Bible will be be- 
lieved by every one. In the professor’s 
chair, in every pulpit, the pure and holy 
doctrine will be taught that the Old and 
New Testaments are the word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
All men will then believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and be saved from the penalty, 
power and practice of sin. All these evils 
will disappear—the filse teacher, the se- 
ducer of women anc of men, the saloon 
opening the flood gates of hell, bloody mur- 
der and bloody war, for there will be noth- 
ing to hurt or destroy in all My holy 
mountain, saith the Lord. A higher excel- 
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lence will then be found among God’s peo- 
ple than now; they will have Christ, His 
Grace and love, the operations of His spirit, 
their heavenly home, the theme of their 
conversation. -As the ages roll on they will 
increase in excellence and power, grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But the state of the world 
will not be as many think. It will still be 
human, not angelic. The generations of 
men will come and go as now. Men and 
women will be born, marry and die, as now. 
The generations will increase in number 
during every century until the earth shall 
be full of men of God, and the knowledge 
of the Lord. After the resurrection of the 
dead, and the final judgment, then the saints 
shall neither marry nor be given in mar- 
riage, but be as the angels of God; but 
that will take place after the millennium, 
not during its continuance. 

Much has been said as to the destruction 


of the wicked at the commencement of the | 
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- reign of peace. I prefer to hope for the 
conversion of all to Christ before that time, 
but the Scriptures do clearly teach that if 
there are any who persist in rejecting 
Christ, in living a life of sin, that they 
shall be cut off. The prophet has said, 
“Blessed is he that waiteth and cometh to 
the one thousand three hundred and five 
and thirty days.” Whatever that may 
mean, whoever lives until that time will be 
saved; for God does not call a man blessed 
who is in his sin. The prophet says, very 
emphatically, the nation that will not serve 
Thee shall perish. I will early destroy all 
the wicked of the land. We have a type 
of the introduction of millennium grace 
and bliss in the flood of Noe. Then for a 
_ little time God’s people inherited the earth ; 
but after God had warned the wicked suffi- 
ciently by the preaching of Noe, and they 
would not repent, they were cut off. The 
land of Canaan was a type of this latter- 
day glory of the Church, but those that had 
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occupied the land, and abused their privi- 
leges in it, were destroyed by the command- 
ment of God. Now, let wicked men 
know assuredly, that their days are num- 
bered; that this earth belongs to Christ 
and his Church, and that at whatever time 
the prophetical numbers are full, and God’s 
time shall come to deliver the earth to its 
rightful owners, and they still refuse to 
yield to sovereign grace, they shall perish. 


SECTION VI. 


It may appear to some that the earth is 


already nearly full of inhabitants, and if it 
should continue much longer, there would be 
no place; but the curse that fell upon it be- 
cause of man’s sin, shall be removed; at 
least as fast as sin is removed, and co nse- 
quent industry, intelligence and activity in- 
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crease. The Apostle, in the 8th chapter 
of Romans, says: ‘The whole creation 
-groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now. For the earnest expectation of 


the creature waiteth for the manifestation 


of the Sons of God. For the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but 
by reason of Him who hath subjected the 
same in hopel; because the creature itself 
also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.” The creation and the 
creature, in the above passage, can not re- 
fer to man and his curse, because the Apos- 
tle in the immediate context had already 
spoken of him, and shown that he should 
receive the spirit of adoption and be able to 
ery, Abba, Father. And then adds that the 
creature, also,—in ‘addition to man and his 
bliss—the creature also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption. Neither 
can it refer to the brute creation, for they 


are not connected with man and his sin, 
4 : 
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in the sense that the curse came upon them 
because of man’ssin. They lived, suffered 
and died ages before man had his exist- 
ence upon the earth. The sufferings and 
death which they experienced could not be 
as a penalty of the sin of man committed 
long after most of them had died. There 
is doubtless a good reason in the Divine 
mind for the sufferings and death of the 
brute creation, but it is doubtless not be- 
cause of the sin of man. No one can 
doubt, however, that such of the animal 
creation as have been domesticated will be 
treated with greater kindness as a conse- 
quence of man’s increase in holiness; but, 
this is not what the Apostle means by the 
creature. It is the creature upon which the 
curse fell because of the sin of man, so 
much of that creation as shall remain, after 
the glorious time commences, will be de- 
livered. What is the creature? When 
man had fallen God said to him, “Cursed 
is the ground for thy sake—of the sweat of 
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thy face shalt thou eat bread.” It is then 
doubtless a promise that the curse shall be 
largely removed from the earth, that man’s 
labor and toil will be diminished. We are 
_toldin the seventy-second psalm that in that: 
time there shall be a handfull of corn on: 
the tops of mountains, and that it shall: 
wave like Lebanon. We are elsewhere 
taught in scripture that the wilderness and 
the solitary place shall be inhabited, and 
the desert shall blossom as the rose. We 
are then to expect in the full-orbed glory of 
the millennium day, this whole earth, rich 
and fertile, and inhabited in every part 
with strong men, mighty in the Scrip- 
‘tures, and active in God’s service. At 
that time the thorn and the briar will also 
disappear. ‘The barren soil become fertile. 
The earth will then yield her increase when 
all the people will serve the Lord. The 
-psalmist says: ‘Let the people praise Thee, 
O God. Let all the people praise Thee; 
then shall the earth yield her increase. and 
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God, even our own God, shall bless us 
again.’, ‘The prophet says: “ Bring ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse, and I will 
open the windows of heaven and pour you 
out a blessing until there shall not be room 
“to receive it.” , 


SECTION VII. 

Beasts, dangerous to man, and danger- 
ous to his domestic animals, shall either 
have their nature changed, or disappear. 
The Prophet Isaiah represents them as hay- 
ing their nature changed when he says: 
‘<The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
and the calf and the young lion and the 
fattling together, and a little child shall 
lead them. The cow and the bear shall 
feed; their young ones shall lie down to- 
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gether; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. And the sucking child shall play 
upon the hole of the asp; and the weaned 
child shall put his hand upon the coca- 
trice’s den. They shall not hurt nor de- 
stroy in all My holy mountain. For the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth, as the water cover thesea.”” Thus the 
same God, who shut the lions’ mouths that 
they could not destroy his servant in the 
lion’s den, is able to lay his hand upon all 
beasts of prey that they hurt not his peo- 
ple when they serve Him. Deadly ser- 
pents then, typical of Satan’s power and 
malignity, will either have their nature 
changed, or that which is more probable 
will disappear. The sucking child shall 
play upon the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand in the 
cocatrice’s den; perhaps because neither 
asp nor cocatrice is there, being destroyed 
together with the power of Satan, whose 
nature and malignity they represented. 
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| Therefore, at that day these things that are 


evil and dangerous shall be destroyed, and 
those who live upon this earth will live. in - 
safety. 3 | 

Then sciences will be more studied 
and better understood than now. The 
knowledge of science will be greatly in- 
creased; it has been increased within the 
past few years in a remarkable degree, and 
it will be increased more and more when 
men turn from the studies and pursuits of 
war to peaceful pursuits. When the minds 
of men shall be fixed upon God’s word and 
work, when truth shall be the constant 
study of every mind, the light of truth — 
shall then shine much clearer. Science will 
then bring her treasures of knowledge and 
lay them down at the feet of the students 
of nature. The ‘earth will unburden her- 
self of her riches and lay them down at 
the feet of the servants of Jehovah. The 
citizens of one city will not only at their 
their homes converse with the citizens of 
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another city, but of one nation with those 
of another nation. The waters of the great 
deep will be no obstacle to conversation of 


friends in the different parts of the world. 


There will be no more sea. Then with the 
useful arts so much advanced, the sciences 
so much better understood, the beasts of 
prey and dangerous reptiles either changed 
as to their nature or removed from earth, 
the mountain tops, the sandy deserts, the 
wilderness all waving with golden grain, all 
the people righteous, living in harmony and 
peace; the watchman on Zion’s wall, and 
all the people with them, seeing eye to eye, 
how grand will the redeemed earth appear. 
How glorious every one loving, honoring 
and serving the Lord Jesus Christ and 
adoring him as King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords. But when will these glorious 
time commence? How often has the ques- 
tion of the prophet been asked? ‘“Watch- 
man, what of the night? Watchman, what 
of the night?” The watchman said: “The 
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morning cometh, and also the night, if ye 
will inquire; inquire ye; return, come! 
In the next chapter we will endeavor to an- 
swer the question so often asked, and so fre- 
quently answered incorrectly. 


CHAPTER THIRD. 


*, 
WHEN WILL THAT TIME COMMENCE? 


SECTION I. 


If a man in chains and imprisoned were 
required to accomplish an important work, 
his chains must first be broken, and the 
prison door be opened, and he have the 
privilege to go forth. Butif he has been 
so long bound and imprisoned that he may 
have a distaste for freedom, he must be in- 
spired with desire to be free and to receive 
his liberty, that he may go forth and enjoy 
the boon so freely offered, and when in 
the full exercise of his liberty he may em- 
ploy his powers in accomplishing the work 
given him to do. Or, if a slave bound to 
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a hard master were commanded by a su- 
-perior power to accomplish an important 
achievement, he must first be delivered from 
the power that enslaves him, or that power 
must be broken, then receive his liberty, be 
inspired with a love for the important work, 
and finally pursue it to completion. When 
the Jewish people were required to return 
to their own land to rebuild their own 
beautiful city and their glorious temple, it 
was necessary that the power of Babylon 
that enslaved them should be broken; that 
they should receive liberty to return to their 
own land; the people should be inspired 
with a desire to return, and that they should 
actually return to Palestine, and to the city 
of Jerusalem. Having returned, then the 
next thing was to rebuild the fallen walls 
of the city, and erect the beautiful temple. 
Babylon did fall. The decree went forth 
that the Jews might return to their own 
land, and they returned and builded the city 
walls and the sacred temple. The cap- 
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tivity of the Jews lasted seventy years, nor 
were the Prophets silent as to the duration 
of theircaptivity. The Prophet Daniel, in 
the ninth chapter and second verse of his 
prophecies, said: ‘That he understood by 
books the number of the years whereof the 
word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, the 
prophet, that he would accomplish seventy 
years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” 
We accordingly turn to prophecies, Jere- 
miah, twenty-fifth chapter and eleventh 
verse, and we find the remarkable state- 
ment that the whole land shall be a desola- 
tion and an astonishment, and these nations 
shall serve the King of Babylon seventy 
years. And it shall come to pass, when 
seventy years are accomplished, that I will 
_ punish the King of Babylon, and that na- 
tion, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans, and will make 
it perpetual desolations. Again, in the 
twenty-ninth chapter and tenth verse, the 
prophet says: “For thus saith the Lord, © 


66 WHEN WILL IT COMMENCE? 


that after seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my 
good word toward you, in causing you to 
return to this place.” From the above the 
captivity of the Jews had a definite time 
of duration, anda definite time when that 
captivity would end; andit would end in 
the fall of the power of Babylon. Now, 
we find that captivity is a type of the con- 
tinued captivity of the church. Its dura- 
tion is said to be one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days—forty and two months— 
time, times and half a time. Now when 
we carefully examine these statements, we 
find that they refer to the same captivity ; 
that they express a time of the same con- 
tinuance; that the number of years is the 
same in each statement. 

In the book of Revelation, eleventh 
chapter and third verse, the prophet says: 
“And I will give power unto my two wit- 
nesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand 
two hundred and three score days, clothed 
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in sack-cloth.” And he adds in the fol- 
lowing verse: “These are the two olive 
trees and the two candlesticks standing be- 
fore the God of the earth.” These two 
witnesses are probably the inspired word 
of God, and the ministry of reconciliation. 
In the twelfth chapter and sixth verse, the 
same prophet says: “Thatthe woman with 
whom the dragon was angry, which is the 
church, fled into the wilderness where she 
hath a place prepared of God; that they : 
should feed her there a thousand two hun- 
dred and three score days.’’ In the eley- 
enth chapter of Revelation and second verse, 
the prophet says: But the court which is 
without the temple, leave not, and measure 
it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles; 
and the holy city shall they tread under 
foot forty and two months.” Also in the 
thirteenth chapter and fifth verse, the 
prophetsays. ‘That power was given unto 
the beast to continue forty and two months.” 
Now, in forty and two months, at thirty 
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days to the month, there are precisely one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days; and 
both the forty and two months and the 
twelve hundred and sixty days in these 
passages refer to the same event—the cap- 
tivity of the Church of Christ. But again, 
it is stated in the twelfth chapter and four- 


teenth verse, that to the woman, the Church, ~ 


were given two wings of a great eagle, that 
she might fly into the wilderness, into her 
place, where she is nourished for a time, and 
times, and half a time. In the seventh 
chapter of the prophecies of Daniel it is 
said that “the beast shall speak great words 
against the Most High, and shall wear out 
the saints of the Most High, and think to 
change times and laws; and they shall be 
given into His hand until a time, and times, 
and the dividing of time.” And in the 
twelfth chapter and seventh verse, he says: 
“And I herd the man clothed in linen, 
which was upon the waters of the river, 


when he held up his right hand and his left — 
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nand unto heaven, and swear by Him that 
liveth for ever, that it shall be for a time, 
time and a half.” Now, when we consider 
that the word here rendered time is the 
Chaldee word, meaning year, and if more 
than two years were intended by the plural 
years, a numeral would be used to make the 
number definite, we find that we have 
year, two years, and half a year, which is 
three years and ahalf. But three years and 
a half at the round numbers of three hun- 
dred. and sixty days to the year, makes 
again, the same number of twelve hundred 
and sixty days. Therefore, whether we | 
take the number one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, or forty and two months, 
at thirty days to the month, or time, times, 
and half a time, we come to the same num- 
ber, twelve hundred and sixty. Now, it 
seems to us that no candid mind can doubt 
that this refers to the time of the Church’s 
captivity, at least in its heaviest form, the 
time during which she is most completely 
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in the power of her adversaries. While her 
chains are the strongest, while her night is 
the darkest, when her hour of hope is the 
most remote. But a second question of 
equal importance is, how long is this time? 
If only one thousand two hundred and sixty 
literal days of twenty-four hours each then 
from any known starting point in the 
Church’s history, nothing of importance 


has occurred, and therefore the prophesy 


must have failed of fulfillment. But it is 
a common, and perhaps a universal method 
of interpreting the prophesy that a day, in 
prophetical language, is a year of our time. 
The word day meaning a year, the time of 
the revolution of the earth around the sun. 
It was said to the prophet Ezekiel, I have 
given you aday forayear. Daniel was in- 


formed that after seventy weeks Messiah * 


would be cut off. This did not occur after 
seventy historical weeks, but it did occur 
after seventy times seven years, every day 
in the seventy weeks being a year. Now, 
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it appears evident that this method of 
interpretation must be applied to his spir- 
itual coming. If in the enumeration of 
weeks and days, until the time when He 
would come in the flesh, we must interpret 
the days as having the duration of a year, 
it would seem that the same method ought 
to be applied to His coming in spirit and 
power, twelve hundred and sixty days would 
then be one thousand two hundred and sixty 
years; time, times, and halfa time, which 
is the same. ‘Three years and a half, of 
three hundred and sixty days to the year 
would be one thousand two hundred and 
sixty years. Forty and two months of 
_ thirty days to the month would one thou- 
sand two hundred and sixty years. The 
above is certainly correct; if each day in 
the time, month, and day, is as we have. 
seen, it must have been intended to repre- 
sent a year. Twelve hundred and sixty 
years then is the time of the Church’s 
heaviest burden, Henecs darkness, most 
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troubled time. If we could fix the date, 
certainly when this time began we would 
have gone very far toward ascertaining 
when her captivity would end. 


SECTION II. 

Here it is necessary carefully to examine 
and see what was the power that enslaved 
the Church, that riveted the chains, that 
locked the dungeon in which she was kept 
so many years. We must not forget the 
analogy between this power and that of an- 
cient Babylon. The prophet repeatedly 
calls it Babylon. Now, as it was necessary 
that Babylon should fall before the Jews 
could be delivered from their captivity, so 
it is also necessary that the spiritual Baby- 
lon should fall before Jews and Christians 
should be delivered from its bondage. 


WHAT WAS THE POWER ? Te 


Hence, the prophet in looking forward to 
that time, says: Fallen, fallen, is Baby- 
lon. Babylon is that power in the Chris- 
tian dispensation that holds men in cap- 
tivity and forbids them from worshipping 
God in the way of His appointment, as an- 
cient Babylon held the Jewish people in 
bondage and forbade them to return to Je- 
rusalem and to rebuild their city and tem- 
ple, and to worship Him there according to 
the dictates of their own conscience. What 
is that power? I would answer that ques- 
tion by saying it is the anti-Christ of Scrip- 
ture. That in its grossest form it is every 
power through the Christian world that has 
held control of men by physical force, and 
forbade them to worship Christ in spirit 
andin truth. Every power which required 
dead torms, or no forms; false worship, 
or no worship; and by the use of physical 
force compelled men to obey every power 
of slavery which controls the conscience of 
men and their worship. Among these we 
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may enumerate the various forms of slavery 
that have existed throughout the Christian 
world. The bondage in which men were 
held in our own land forbidding them to 
read God’s word, and thus preventing them 
from proper and spiritual worship, forbid- 
ding them to obey God’s command in caring 
for their. families, preventing them from 
living faithful husbands and faithful wives, 
forbidding them to take that due care of 
- children, which God’s law required, secur- 
ing these various forms of disobedience to 
God’s holy law by the use of physical force, 
this, this was anti-Christ. Now, these 
remarks will apply to every form of human 
slavery throughout the Christian world, as 
it is the very nature of it to control the 
souls of the slaves, and to forbid their per- 
forming duty as they should. This will 


apply to every power that controls Chris- — 


tian people, whether real Christians or nom- 
inal Christians, if that power forbid their 
worship and performance of Christian duty, 
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or oppress them, because they are Christians. 
When the Mohammedans were oppressing 
and +fflicting the Christian provinces— 
‘Roumania and Servia—they were revealing 
the character of the real anti-Christ, of the 
spiritual Babylon. In one word, in every © 
part of the world where the Church has 
been oppressed by physical force, she has 
been under the power of anti-Christ. But 
it seems to us that the head and front. of 
this power has been the temporal power of 
the Pope of Rome. His power extended 
almost to the remotest part of the Christian 
world. His power was almost absolute. 
_ His power was used to keep men from the 
worship of the living God. For money, he 
gave liberty to men to disobey God’s com- 
mands; he sold indulgences to commit the 
blackest crimes for a price; he burned at 
the stake the purest and noblest of the 
Church, because they would believe the 
truth and obey the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is anti-Christ. That power, therefore, 


a it. 


spiritual Babylon? When did the anti- 
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is the head and front of the spiritual Baby- 
lon. The kings of the earth were at once 


_ sustaining this power, and were controlled 


SECTION II—WHEN DID ANTI-CHRIST 


APPEAR? 


But at what time did it appear; or at 


what time did anti-Christ manifest such 


proportions as to be able to subdue the 
Church and hold it in captivity? When 
did it carry away the church captive to the 


Christ assume the ascendency? Daniel, 


the prophet, said that the captivity of the 
Church would take place at the time when 
the daily sacrifice should be taken away 
and the administration that maketh deso- 
late set up. Now the sacrifices under the | a 
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law were typical of Christ—the sacrifice for 
sins of His people. Christ was then the 
daily sacrifice of His church and people. 
His atonement was madefor their souls. As 
often as these sacrifices were offered, they 
foreshadowed Christ, and the intelligent 
Jew who had broken the moral law, when 
he offered a bleeding sacrifice, looked for- 
ward with the eye of faith and saw another 
victim, and other blood—the victim, Christ, 
—the blood, the blood of Jesus. In the 
Christian church Jesus Christ is pre- 
eminently the daily sacrifice of His people. 
The taking away from the people their daily 
sacrifice must have been the taking away 
of the sacrifice of Christ so far as it was 
possible for man to do. The officess of 
Christ in his Church are so intimately con- 
nected that if one is taken away the other 
is removed. Hence, if Christ’s Kingship 
is removed, His atonement is assured. But 
whoever endeavors to remove one of His 
offices has always endeavored to remove the 
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i others. What power endeavored to take 
eos: away Christ, as to His offices of Prophet, 
Priest and King for the people? And 
| when was this done? Now, we are 
-___- not endeavoring to show that this was done 
| in a single day. 

The clouds were gathering for centuries 
that finally obscured the Sun of Righteous-_ 
ness, and after this seemed to be accom- 


plished, they became more dense and dark. 
But it seems to us, as it has appeared to the. 
great majority of the interpreters of 
prophecy, that this was accomplished about 
six hundred and six or seven of the Chris- 


ee tian era. At that time a man was put in 
. thhe place of Christ in the Church, and 
at certainly if it be possible to take away the 
3 people’s daily sacrifice this would do it. To 
‘S remoye the Kingship of Christ, and place 
a sinful man upon the throne, and to re- 
quire the people to look to him, would seem 
like putting a finishing hand to the remoy- 
ing of what was valuable to the people in 
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spiritual things. In six hundred and six 
or seven—historians differ as to the exact 
date—it matters not who be the correct, 
the Emperor Phocas constituted Boniface 
the Third, the universal head of the Church, 
and the Supreme and Chief Bishop, Priest 
and potentate of Christendom. Now, if. 
the people’s daily sacrifice was not formally 
removed, so far as the power of earth could 
do this, when a man was placed in the room 
of Christ, before the Universal Christ, 
clothed with the power of Christ, to 
whose authority and power the people were 
to look, and in there to trust; and, upon 
whose grace and fold to depend, then 
the prophecy is meaningless) A man 
in the place of Christ! Daily sacrifice 
taken away, and the abomination that 
maketh desolate set up! And what desola- 
tion followed! 
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SECTION IV—AT WHAT TIME DID BABYLON 
FALL? 


Now, if we count twelve hundred and 
sixty years from six hundred and seven, 
we come down to eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven. As we said before, we are not 
particular as to a single year, for this dark- 
ness was very fast obscuring the light be- 
fore this time, and continued to increase in 
density afterwards; but that year seems to 
be an important epoch, and that would 
make the year eighteen sixty-seven an im- 
portant epoch in thehistory of the Church. 
Now, if the anti-Christ—the spiritual 
Baby lon—was those physical powers in the 
world that controled men, not only as to 
their minds, but also as to their bodies; if 
the spiritual Babylon was that power that 
compelled men in the forms of worship, or 
forbade worship, we would expect her to 
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fall about sixty-seven; we therefore see 
that around sixty-seven, a little before and 
a little after, there were stirring events. 
American slavery fell in sixty-four, other 
forms of oppression, and the same form in 
other places had fallen before that. The. 
temporal power in seventy, Napoleon, the 
last of the potentates of earth that dared to 
hold that power, fell with it, or rather it 
fell with him in 1870. In a sermon 
preached in sixty-seven we said publicly, 
Napoleon may do as he pleases, the pro- 
phetical numbers are full, the temporal 
power of Rome must now fall, and if he 
does not let go that power, he will fall with 
it. He did not let go. He fell. It fell. 
Around that time, a few years before and 
after, it seems to us, was the time upon 
which the prophet expected, when he said: 
Fallen, fallen, is Babylon! Now here is 
the reason that so many interpreters looked 
for the millennium to commence in all its 
glory at this time. They did not discrim- 
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inate; they did not see that this glorious 
day must come on at three important de- 
grees of advance. This was the fall of the 
power that enslaved the Church. They 
thought that a single year must accomplish 
the whole work. Sixty-seven then was a 
central point, around which many and won- 
derful changes revolved. The light, more 
than usual, was bursting in upon the world 
in sixty; in sixty-four American. slavery 
fell; in seventy the temporal power of 
Rome, and with it, Napoleon, its main sup- 
port, and Rome and Italy were free. Not 
long after, by the treaty of Berlin, the 
powers of Europe were pledged to religious 
liberty, and the Christian world is free. As 
the light that shineth out of the East even 
unto the West; as the rising of the sun 
of day, so is, and has been, in this regard, 
the coming of the Son of Man. We there- 
fore feel that in about eighteen hundred 
and sixty-seven or seventy, the twelve hun- 
dred and sixty years were numbered; the 
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Church’s captivity ceased; the Christian 
- world was emancipated from the bondage 

that forbade the worship of Christ in spirit 
and in truth—yea, more, not only in Chris- 
tendom, but almost throughout the entire 
world are the oppressor’s chains being 
broken, and the souls of men being made 
free to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of their own conscience. We can cer- 
tainly say now with the prophet: Fallen, 
fallen, is Babylon. The oppressor of 
brethren is cast down. The twelve hun- 
dred and sixty years have been numbered. 
The captivity of the Church has ceased. 
The anti-Christ has already been over- 
thrown. His physical power has been 
broken. | 
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SECTION V.—THE REVIVAL PERIOD. 


But the prophet Daniel, in twelfth chap- 
ter and eleventh verse of his prophecies, 
says: rom the time that the daily sacri- 
fice is taken away, and the abomination that 
maketh desolate set up, there shall be one 
thousand two hundred and ninety days, or 
years. Now, the above is the same time to 
which reference has been already had. The 
twelve hundred and ninety days commence 
precisely at the same time as the twelve 
hundred and sixty days. The inquiry that 
presents itself is, what are we to expect in 
about thirty years from sixty-seven or sev- 
enty? It will be remembered that Daniel 
was intensely interested as to the future of 
_ the Jewish people. We are not told what 
was to take place at this time. I suppose 
that the reason Daniel was not told, was 
_ that this was the answer to the man’s ques- 
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tion. Daniel doubtless knew what was. 
meant. Now, as Daniel had been praying 
to know what would be the future of the 
-. Jewish people, he had been informed, not 
at what time the historical Babylon would 
be destroyed, but the spiritual. Would not 
the going forth of the Jews be the next - 
great event after the destruction of Baby- 
lon? Certainly this was the case after the 
fall of the historical Babylon. Now as the 
Jewish people were not to go to Jerusalem 
after that great event, but to enter the spir- 
itual Church, would not their going up to 
the spiritual Jerusalem and the spiritual 
temple be the necessary expectation of 
Daniel and of the Jewish people? We 
think that Daniel in this text was not in- 
- structed as he desired upon this occasion as 
to the time when his people would go forth 
from the historical Babylon to historical 
Jerusalem, but from the: great spiritual 
Babylon to the great spiritual Jerusalem— 
the time when they would go forth from 
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their spiritual bondage and enter into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. 
The conversion of the Jews then, and the 
great revival period that shall accomplish 
that most desirable result, is near at hand. 
While we can not positively affirm any- 
thing as certainly occurring at the end of 

twelve hundred and ninety days, as the 
| prophet has not told us what would be, but 
as the going forth of the Jews was the ~ 
great historical event which followed the 
fall of the power that oppressed them, we 
would naturally expect their going forth 
from spiritual bondage, the event that would 
follow the fall of the-spiritual Babylon, as 
their entering the city of Jerusalem was the 
object to which they went from their literal 
or physical bondage, so we would expect 
their entering the Church to be a conse- 
quence of their removal from spiritual 
bondage. But as the seed of Abraham 
will appear when that day comes, a spir- 
itual seed as well, we may expect the great 
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revival period near at hand to affect both 
Jew and Gentile. Now, if this reasoning 
is correct, we may expect in ten years, less 
or more, mighty revivals of religion all over 
the Christian world. After the prison doors 
are opened and the prisoners unbound, the 
next thing for the prisoners to do is to 20 
forth, especially when there is a herald to 
proclaim freedom to the slave, liberty to the 
captive; that the oppressor is no more; his 
power no more, when there is a guide to 
direct him to an inheritance incorruptible 
undefiled, and fadeth not away, reserved for 
every one who will accept the blessing pro- 
cured by the great deliverer. What weare 
next to expect then is a series of mighty 
revivals of religion throughout Christen- 
dom. So far as these powers have been 
overcome, we may see the Jews converted 
to Christ in these revivals. The Catholic 
church not destroyed, as the fathers taught 
us to expect, but baptized with the Holy 
Ghost and with power. Their Cardinals, 
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Bishops and Priests, mighty preachers of 
Christ crucified, in the language that the 


Catholic people can understand. With 
ereater power and more of spiritual life 


than that possessed by those great men—_ 


Massilon, Fenelen and Bossnet—who held 


their audiences with such rapt atten- 


tion listening to the gospel as they under- 


stood its saving precepts. That great church, © 


when it properly appreciates the excellency 
of spiritual life and light, instead of the 
dead forms with which it is now encum- 
bered, and shall from every pulpit preach 
Christ crucified, and proclaim liberty to 
souls held captive so long by sin, will cause 
the powers of darkness and death to trem- 
ble; and the people shall go forth by mil- 
lions to re-build the spiritual Jerusalem 


and the temple of God. The Jewish peo- oe 


ple have a promise that they will be grafted 
into their own olive tree, from which they 


had been cut off—that is, the Church of * 
God. They will doubtless be brought into — 
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the Church in these great revivals for which 
we look. If this great event of which the 
prophets spoke is this revival period we are 
to look for, then the time isnear. The day, 
even now, begins to dawn, and the increased 
light is here. Nineteen hundred will bea 
period as marked by revivals of religion, 
as was eighteen hundred and seventy for 
the downfall of oppressing powers. 


SECTION VI.—THE WORLD REGENERATED. 


But in the twelfth chapter of Daniel’s 
prophecies and twelfth verse, he says: 
“Blessed is he that waiteth and cometh to 
the thirteen hundred and five and thirty 
days.” That is from the same time, the 
taking away of the daily sacrifice, and the 
setting up of the abomination that maketh 
desolate. Now, God does not pronounce a 
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man blessed that is in his unregenerate and 
sinful state ; and, as such, under His wrath 
-and curse. Now, starting with the year 


six hundred and seven, by adding thirteen — k i 


hundred and five and thirty years, wecome 


down to nineteen hundred and forty-two. — 
If we make allowance for round numbers, 
and as in each of the other cases, for the 


event commencing before and continuing = 


afterwards, we may safely conclude that 


whoever lives until the year nineteen hun- 
dred and fifty or sixty at most, will be born 
again, and numbered with the blessed of 
the Lord. Then the gospel shall have 
been preached in every language, to every 
people. Then the Bible shall have been 
read in their own language by all the tribes’ 
of the earth, as was typefied by the many 
tongues on the day of Pentecost. Then ~ 


the spirit shall have been poured out in the — : ‘ | 


fullness of His power upon every nation 


and kingdom, and.tongue and people. Then > a 
all together shall learn of Christ, and love 
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' Him. Then will it be said, blessed are all 
who live upon the earth. This, however, 
will not be accomplished without much 
labor and prayer upon the part of the 
Church of Christ. Her labors will be re- 
warded in seeing the world redeemed. At 
hat time we may hope that China will have 
cast away her idols; India, her gods; 
Africa, her superstitions, and the world, 

-with one heart and one mind, will worship 
Christ, and start on the highway towards 
prosperity, perfection and glory. If, when 
the prophetical numbers are full—when 
God’s appointed time comes—there remain 
an individual still resisting God, and God 
permits him so to resist, that soul shall be 
cut off. God says: “I will not suffer a 
wicked person.” If, then, there be a na- 
tion, sinful, Godless, that still resists the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, and God permit 
it to resist, that nation shall be destroyed. 
The nation that will not serve the Lord 
shall perish. : 


CHAPTER FOURTH. 


BY WHAT INSTRUMENTALITY WILL IT 


o 


INTRODUCED 2? 


SECTION I. 


There are some who believe and are teach- | 
ing that Jesus Christ will appear in human — 


form; and, by a visible manifestation of 


his presence to human eyes, carry on the 


work, which he began while on earth, to 


completion, the work of saving the world — 


from sin and the penalty of sin. Now that 


this view cannot be correct is evident, since 
Christ himself said to his Disciples, just 
before his departure from earth: “It is 
expedient for you that I go away for, if Ave Bee 
go not away the comforter, who is the Holy — re 
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Ghost, will not come. but if I go away I 
will send him unto you.” If it was neces- 
sary that he should go away, or that he 
should remove his visible presence from 
among men, in order that the Holy Ghost, 
the third person of the Holy Trinity, 
should come; and, after the atonement was 
made, the presence of the spirit was more 
important in carrrying on the saving work, 
than the presence of the visible Christ, 
how much. more important is the presence 
of the spirit at the time when the whole 
world is to be brought under the influence 
of the Gospel and the saving power of Jesus 
Christ. For if Christ must become invisi- 
ble in order that the spirit’s power would 
be felt by the church, in the limited degree 
in which it has been enjoyed, how much. 
more important that he remain invisible 
that the spirit’s power be realized in unlim- 
ited measure. 
Secondly, the fact that Christ ap- 
peared in human form may have been 
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one reason why so few believed in him 
while on earth, as a divine person. The 


| humanity so limited and confined faith, 


that it was difficult for the individual see- 
ing the humanity to believe in, and to— 
accept him as the divine Christ. And now 
that the manhood does not appear to human 
vision, faith pierces through clouds of dark- 
ness and beholds the divine Redeemer upon — 
the throne of glory. 

Third—Now, if Christ were to bes 
come visible as to His human form 
made to destroy sin and to reclaim the 
sinner, he must either make his journey | 
through the earth from one place to another 
to accomplish his work ; or he must estab- 
lish his throne in one place and bring all 
men unto him to receive this blessing. But 
if men in the millennium are to remain 
constituted as they now are, this would be 
impossible. If the nature of man in the 
millennium is to remain the same as now, 
the requirements of food and drink to be 
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the same as now—and of lodging the same, 
it would seem impossible that all should be 
brought to any one place, and if so brought 
only a few would be able to approach his 
throne. When the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church, when the great 
political conventions, and especially when 
the world’s fair meets in a given city, it is 
taxed to the utmost capacity to afford food 
and lodging. From this it must appear 
how utterly impossible it would be to receive 
the nations of men in a single city, or at 
any one place. But if he were to accom- 
plish this most desirable end of saving men 
by making his journey from one place to 
another, then the crowds that would follow 
him would disorganize all business, and cast 
utter confusion into all the affairs of life. 
“When Peter, the hermit, preached the 
crusade and so many arose, by a religious 
impulse, to go t: Palestine, and deliver the 
holy sepulchre, we see what confusion, and 
even sin, was the result. But there is not 
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one millionth part of the confusion here, 
- that would be made on earth by the visible 
___-presence of our dear Lord and Master, if 


he would come, as some think he will, in 
this way to save the world. True, he shall 
come in the clouds of heaven—the Disciples, 
that saw him ascend, stood praying up unto 
heaven until the angels appeared and in- 
formed them that this same Jesus should 
come again in like manner as they saw him 
go into heaven. The Prophet says: “Be- 
hold he cometh with clouds and every eye 
shall see him, and they also that pierced 
_ him, and all kindreds shall wail because of 
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him.” But these passages of scripture refer 
to the final judgment and not to the com- 
mencement of millennium. At the final — 


judgment our natures will be changed to 


suit the new conditions, but there will be no 
: a ; great change at the beginning of the millen- 
alle nium. The Apostle, in speaking of the 
ee: final judgment, says: “We shall not all 
% sleep, but we shall be changed in a moment,. ee 


— 
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in the twinkling of an eye, for the trumpet 
shall sound and we shall be changed. Then 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.” 
But no great change isspoken of, as taking 
place at the commencement of the millen- 
nium. : 

Fourth—When Christ went away He 
tells us that he left the spirit, or that he 
would send his spirit to carry on the work 
which he left behind. Now, after these 
years of conflict between the powers of the 
Holy Ghost and Satan, it would certainly 
be dishonoring to the spiritto come himself, 
take the work out of the spirit’s hand, and 
carry it on himself to completion. 

Fifth—He commissioned his church and 
its ministers to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature, and he 
said,-<Lo! Iam with you always, even untothe 
end of the world. Now it would be to dis- 
honor his own appointed means to call back 
his ministers, and himself become visible 
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to every eye; and himself undertake the 
__ work of preaching the gospel. It would be 


a acknowledge his own plans and pur- 


"poses a failure, and that other and better | 


“means were required to complete the uel fA 
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The work will be carried on to comple- | 


i : tion by preaching the gospel with power 


__-where it is, and by sending missions to the Cie 


countries where it is not. The missionary Sas. 


work will be carried on with much more eae 


energy and power and spirituality. The 


gospel will be preached with much more 
ability and power. The men of God who | 
preach Christ will become more like mar- 


tyrs of old—more holy, more spiritual, 
more Christ-like. Instead of seeking beau- 


tiful cities to labor in, fat salaries to enjoy, 
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points easily accessible to social enjoyments, 
they will regard themselves rather as lambs 
for the slaughter, saying: “Here, Lord, 
here am I; send me anywhere, that I 
may glorify Thee, and save men from sin 
and death.” The least church in which a 
man may serve Christ will appear very 
great if Christ be there. The fine parson- 
age, the great city, the association of friends, 
railroad conveniences, will then, as now, be 
very well, if Christ send them thither and 
dwell with them there. But the prayers of 
those mighty of men of God will be, if 
Thou go not with us, send us not up hence. 
The reliance of these mighty revival preach- 
ers will be upon the power and saying grace 
of an invisible Christ. The missionary 
work will be carried on with increased and 
ever unceasing zeal until the world is found 
sitting at the feet of Jesus (like the poor 
maniac out of whom the devils were cast) 
clothed and its right mind. When modern 
missions commenced, the burden of the 
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ye prayers of our fathers of the church every | 
- Sabbath morning, was that the Lord would 


open the doors to the heathen nations that 


- the missionary might enter and preach 
— Christ to a dying world. Well, the doors 


of the world have been opened to the min- 
ister of Christ. True, there may be occa- 
sional exceptions to this, but the world is 
for the most part calling for help with more 
than Macedonian cry: Come over and 


help us! Ourselves and our children and — 


our people are starving for want of the 
bread of life. The doors of the nations 
stand open wide, that the servants of the 
Lord may enter in, carrying the bread of 


- life to those starving for that bread. We 


have said that there may be occasional ex- 
ceptions to this general statement; nor is it 


strange if there should be some exceptions. — 


When the Christian governments, by their 
laws enacted discriminate to the injury of 
the citizens of a given nation, it would not 
be strange if that nation should retaliate. 


\ 
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Though there may be occasional exceptions, 
the general statement is true. The nations 
are open for the reception of the mission- 
aries of Christ. Ethiopia is stretching 
forth her hands to God, and the isles are 
waiting for Hislaw. In more modern times 
the burden of the prayers of the church 
was not for open doors, but for men to enter 
in through the doors already open to teach 
and preach the gospel to the benighted 
heathen. The ‘sacrifices heretofore have 
been so many and so great, that men of 
education and refinement have hesitated 
to go forth, many unwilling to make the 
sacrifice. But now these prayers are an- 
swered in a large degree. The young men 
of our theological seminaries are offering 
themselves to this blessed work, many more 
than can be sent. Here am I, send me, 
comes to us from the great centers of learn- 
ing throughout the Christian world. Even 
the young women, finding that they have 
easier access to their sisters in heathen 
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-Jands, are offering themselves to the boards 


ship that they, too, may be instrumental in 


zeal, and yet can not go, because there ig no- 


of missions—willing to undergo every hard- 


dispelling the darkness, and in unveiling 
the glory, and in revealing the grace of the 
blessed Christ. Oh, how sublime the pic- 
ture, how Christ-like, when you behold the 
young men and maidens from the homes of 
refinement, educated in the noblest institu-. 
tions of learning in the world, stancing 
upon ocean shore, saying to father, mother, 
sister and brother, country and ‘home: 
Farewell; we go to preach Christ to a 
dying world. | | 

The prayer of the church to-day is, for’ 
means to send those already offered, that 
they may go and work for it in the heathen 
nations. How sad the picture when you 
see the ship, as it sails away from shore, — 
leaving other youth equally well qualified 
with those on ‘their way, looking after them 
with aching heart, tearful eye, and burning 


BY MISSIONS. 103 


money to send them. The church should 
go to God with great earnestness, and im- 
-portune Him to influence the minds and 
hearts of His people to give of their abund- 
ance to save the world from sin and death. 
The Church should assemble together and 
see what is needed, and endeavor to raise 
at least sufficient money to send all that are 
qualified to work and willing to go. But, 
what are some of the reasons for this earn- 
estness in the missionary work? The gos- 
pel ought to be preached to all the world, 
because our Lord has commanded it. ‘There 
is no higher reason than this for any duty. 
Not even the salvation of the heathen is 
a reason that ought to influence our minds 
go much as the plain commandment of God. 
We have no reason to present in answer to 
this. Christ isour master. He has com- 
manded it for us to obey. Therefore the 
gospel ought to be preached in every nation 
—and it will be done ere long. But there are 
some philosophers wane occupy high places 


/ 
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in the church, who are teaching that the 
heathen shall be saved without Christ, and 
this becomes an excuse for the consciences 
of those who do not desire to give of their 
abundance for the accomplishing of this all 
all important work. They reason thus, — 
that if God in His mercy will save them 
without the gospel, it is in vain for us to 
labor and toil to send it to them. Those 
- who teach this false doctrine know not what 
they do. They paralyze the arm of wealth, 
they are withholding the bread of life from 
the dying; they are pretending to be char- 
itable in expressing their flimsy views as 
to the world sitting in the shadow of death. 
These occupy the place of the traveler from 
from our country to Russia while the famine 
was raging and the people dying; who 
would return and say that he had visited 
those places, but there was no famine there. 
No one was starving for bread. No one 
was dying of hunger. Would that man be 
a friend of those dying men? No; he would 
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be their most deadly foe. So, too, the men 
in high places in the church, who are teach- 
ing that the heathen are being saved with- 
out Christ, are the most deadly enemies of 
the heathen world. They take away the 
bread of life from souls dying of hunger ; 
the water of life from souls dying of thirst. 
This doctrine, that the heathen world may 
saved without Christ, is of Satan, not of 
God. It is from beneath, not from above. 


The Scripture says: “That there is no sh 


name given under heaven, or among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” That other 
view, that the gospel will be preached to 
the lost after death, is rather the idiot’s 
dream to a muse, than a doctrine to be re- 
_futed. The heathen world, therefore, so far 
as without the gospel, is going down to 
eternal death. If the infants are all being 
saved, the adults are all being lost. The 
apostle says: “They that have sinned 
without law, shall also perish without law.” 
Therefore, let the whole church labor and 
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pray that the spirit be poured out upon 
men—a spirit of truth, a spirit of charity, 
a spirit of zeal—that as the ships went forth 
loaded with bread to those starving with 
ay hunger, many may go forth toa world dying 

Sie for want of the bread of life. Our Lord 
and Master has left this world, and left in 
it a large estate. He has left it inthe hands 
of His church. He has commanded her to. 


§ eat of it—to give it to her children. He 
has told her that His children are in every 
= | part of the world, and, therefore, to feed the 
ne __ whole world with that bread of life that 


eee He has left in her hand. How would she 
face him at His judgment bar, if she should 
fail to obey this last command, and leave 
ae His children to starve and die, wanting 
a | that bread in the hand of His church. Oh, 
| when that day comes, His church will 
awake to her duty in teaching, preaching 
and giving. God has promised to His 
church that the abundance of the sea shall 
Se be converted unto thee. The fir tree, the 
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pine tree, and the box tree together, to 
_ beautify the place of my sanctuary, and I 
will make the place of my feet glorious. 
Thou shalt suck the milk of the Gentiles, 
and thou shalt suck the breasts of kings, 
and thou shalt know that I am the Lord, © 
thy Savior, and thy Redeemer the mighty 
one of Jacob. For brass, I will bring gold; 
for iron, I will bring silver; and for stone, 
iron. That which took place at the birth 
of Christ, when those who came to see Him 
opened their treasures and gave presents— 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh—was doubt- 
less typical of the abundance that should 
be brought to the church in the latter day, 
- to carry the gospel to every part of the 

world. This spirit of liberality is what the 
church prays for to-day. As she has been 
heard when she prayed for the doors to be 
opened, that the missionary may enter the 
heathen world and preach the gospel to the 
perishing; as she has been heard when she 
prayed that there should be young men qual- 
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ified and willing to go and preach the gospel 
until more came than could be sent, and 
women also; so now we are assured she shall 
be heard when she prays for means to send 
them forth and to sustain the work until 
as in the building of Solomon’s temple, a 
type of the church, more was brought than 
was needed; so now, more will be offered 
for this great work than will be necessary — 
for its accomplishment. When the church 
realizes the greatness of the work, its im-. 
portance, and receives the spirit from the 
Lord, then will she go forth to the work 
with that zeal, that will, which will make 
every sacrifice for Christ. Now, if the mis- 
sionary work would continue in the accel- 


erated ratio as it has done since the com- 


mencement of modern missions, the whole 


work would be accomplished in the near 


future. 
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SECTION III.—GOSPEL PREACHED BY THE 
JEWS. 

We have already seen that in the near 
future the Jews will doubtless be converted 
to Christ. Abraham was called when in 
Ur of the Chaldees by a sovereign word 
of God. We do not know that he was 
either better or worse than his brethren. 
He was required to leave his father’s house, 
to leave his own land, to leave the associa- 
tions of his youth, and to go to the land the 
Lord would show him. He obeyed. He 
took his wife Sarai and Lot, his brother’s 
son, and went out, not knowing whither he 
went. He became a typical man, and his 
people a typical people. He received the 
land of Canaan for an inheritance, and 
that land became typical of the heavenly 
Canaan. God made a covenant with him 
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that that land should be his and his chil- 
dren’s after him. He renewed that cove- 
nant with Isaac, his son, and he confirmed 
it with Jacob for a law. In doing this he 
gave Jacob the new name of Israel, or the 
one that God had helped. He covenanted 
with him that the covenant blessing, tem- 
poral and spiritual, should _be his and the 
inheritance of his children after him. And 
hence the Jewish people in those tormer 
ages, were a holy, and a privileged people. 
That people was governed directly by the 
power and wisdom of God himself. That 
nation was a Theocracy. God governed it. 
They received the oracles directly from 
God. Thesacrificial worship was appointed 
of God. Asa complete system, it was given 
to them of God. The sacrifices that were 
acceptable to him were particularly described 
to them, and they were required to write 
this in a book. A description of the taber- ae 
nacle and temple was very particular, and : 
' was given to them in all of its minuteness. 
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This also they were required to write in the 
book. In one word, the entire revelation 
that God would have the people know at 
the time was given to them, and they were 
required to write this in a book for general 
and after use. The entire revelation of up 
to the coming of Jesus Christ was given to 
this people to be kept by them for, and by 
them given to the world of human kind. 
They wrote these revelations so accurately 
in the book of Old Testament Scriptures, 
and kept it so safely, when Jesus Christ 
came he did not find any fault with that 
book. He did not hint at the untruthful- 
ness of the book or of any part of it. He 
quoted from many of the books as the word 
of God. He commended the people to 
search it. He affirmed the fulfillment of 
many of the prophecies it contained. The 
inspired apostles also quoted from many 
parts of it, assuming that it was the very 
word of God. In speaking of it, Paul said: 
“All Seripture is given by inspiration of 


Viet .g7 > Y "Obes Wee ee ee ee eee 2 eee a 
APs) 20k Seu pe aes ee Moe LNIN OE Pic ene 
BEE a ee ee a Mt eee ee 


oY 


112 GOSPEL PREACHED. 


God, and is profitable for instruction, for 
reproof, and for correction in righteous- 
ness.” While some modern critics find er- 
rors in it, and much fault with it, Jesus 
Christ mentioned no errors. He did say, 
however, “Search the Scriptures, for in 
them you think you have eternal life, and 
they are they that testify of Me.” The 
apostle said: “Holy men of God spokeas 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
The Jewish people built the temple of 
God according to the divine description, 
and no fault was found with it. At the 
dedication, while Solomon was praying, the 
glory of God descended upon it, and filled 
the whole house and all the place round 
about. The Shetkinah was continually visi- 
ble, in the most holy place, to the high 
priest whenever he would enter there. 
Here, again, God honored their work as ac- 
cording to His mind and will. This tem- 
ple was a type of the church, hence the 
importance of making every part in accord- 
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ance with the pattern showed to His servants 
by the Holy Ghost. But so perfect was its 
construction, and so completely in accord- 
ance with the pattern, that God honored it 
with His presence, and thus honored the 
Jewish people, the builders of the temple. 

But these people did sin. Notwithstand- 
ing the wonderful manifestations of His 
presence, grace and help, they desired other 
gods. They made gods of gold and gods 
of silver, and they worshipped them. 
God was angry with them. He who had 
been their protector and defence, permitted 
them to be carried away captives into Baby- 
lon. ‘There they saw idolatry in its most 
degrading forms. They remembered Zion, 
the pure and holy worship of Jehovah. 
They repented of their terrible sin. When 
required to sing one of the songs of Zion, 
they inquired, saying: ‘How can we sing 
the Lord’s song in a strange land? Let 
my right hand forget her cunning; let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if 
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I forget thee, O Jerusalem!’ God did not. 
forget them in a strange land away from 
their city and temple. He raised up Daniel, 
the prophet, from the condition of a slave; 
He made him faithful to himself; He gave 
him wisdom and excellence in his sight; He 
showed great favor to him; He revealed 
His will to him. So that Daniel excelled 
all the wise men of Babylon. He became 
the prime minister of that vast empire. To 
him he revealed the future of the Jewish 

nation, and also the future of the world. 
He sent forth the terrible cherubims to the 
Jewish people worshipping at the River of 
Chebar—glorious, living creatures, in the 
same form, and in much grander forms than 
those in the most holy place, in the temple 
at Jerusalem, with wings spread over the 


ark of the covenant, revealing the (to them) 


precious truth, that God was there. That 
He was there in much mercy, that they 
might know that they were not forgotten 
before God. The people were therefore en- 
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couraged—they built the synagogue. These 
were multiplied all over the empire, wher- 
ever the Jewish people were found. On the 
holy Sabbath they repaired to the syna- 
gogue, read and explained the Scriptures to 
the worshipping assembly. Many of the 
heathen people came in with them and 
learned the precious saving truth contained 
in the word of God. Among these was Cor- 
nelius, who was instructed by Peter. Some 
of the wealthier heathen were so well 
pleased with the religion of the Jews that 
they builded them synagogues wherein to 

worship when Jesus Christ came, therefore 
the synagogue was not only prepared for 
Him in the land of Palestine, but all 
over the empire the Jewish people had 
taken care that the synagogues were ready 
for the proclamation of the gospel. This . 
they did unwittingly—but wisely and well, 
God, in his wise providence, directing them. 
When therefore Christ preached his gospel 
in Judea, the synagogue was ready for him 
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—when the Apostles went preaching every- 
where, the synagogue was ready for them- 
This service also was performed by Jewish 
hands even in their captive state, preparing 
the way for the coming Savior and his 
divine revelation. Not only had they pre- 
pared the houses of worship, but also the 
church organization—everything was made 
ready by Jewish hands for the preaching of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Jewish 
church was in many regards the church of 
Christ, he was a member of it. He was cir- 
cumcised—he ate the passover—upon enter- 
ing the priestly office he received the usual 
washing of the priesthood in entering upon 
that office. This was performed by John, 
the Baptist, in the river Jordan. I do not 
know whether this was performed by immer- 
sion or not. I do not care. It has nothing 
whatever to do with Christian baptism. A 
Jewish rite of a Jewish priest in entering 
upon that office—a rite required by the Jew- 
ish law. As therefore we do not expectto be 
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Jewish priests, we will not receive this same 
washing or baptism. I would say here, that 
the Jewish priests were not immersed in this 
preparatory rite. The Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great antetype of all the priests of the 
land, was then baptized by John the Bap- 
tist, in the River of Jordan. Yet some 
people, and unlearned in the Scriptures, 
will insist that they know that Jesus Christ 
was immersed, and in this act He is to us 
an example. How this rite is connected 
with Christian baptism—an ordinance not 
at that time in existence—not instituted 
until some time afterwards, given for an- 
other purpose, I leave for those interested 
to explain. What we feel deeply inter- 
ested in is, that all may realize that Jesus 
Christ was a Jew. 

The Jewish people gave the Savior to the 
world. He was the son of David—to oc- 
cupy David’sthrone. The darkest spot in 
Jewish history, and in this world’s history, 
is that in their blindness and sin they cru- 
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cified the greater son of David, the son of 

God; their own Messiah, for whom the fath- 

ers had looked, to whom the pious had 

ue prayed, of whom the prophets had spoken. 
fe | For this the people have suffered untold | 
cf miseries. ‘They saw the people slain, their 
beautiful temple in ruins, their city de- 

stroyed; and they have been scattered in 


every land and in every nation, and among 2 

"almost every people. They have been aa 
treated as outcasts, perhaps, as a penalty a 

for this great sin of crucifying the son of : 

God. You know that when Pilate washed 3 

Be | his hands saying, “I am free from this in- = 
& nocent blood,” the Jewish people and ; 
_ rulers cried, saying, “His blood be onus, 4 

and our children forever.” Alas, alas, His fe 

blood has been upon that people these many | 3 

days, and it has, like the blood of Abel, a — % 

voice, too, that has cried for and received a 

much vengeance. But while they in their a 
blindness did not mean this act for good, 


or at least we can not see how they did, 
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yet God meant it for good, and so over- 
turned the actions of men, and so brought 
good out of evil that from this greatest sin 
of the human race, and perhaps of the 
universe, the greatest good has come. In 
the Divine Providence, the Jewish people 
have given us the greatest good—the Lord 
Jesus Christ—and in their blindness, they 
gave us the great sacrifice. Thus, there- 
fore, the greatest sin of this people has con- 
ferred upon the church, the world, and per- 
haps the universe, the greatest blessing. 
This people, for nearly nineteen hundred 
of years, though scattered in every land, 
have been kept a distinct people. Their 
mission has not yet been accomplished. 
The prophets have spoken in no uncertain 
language of the future of this people. God 
has chastened, but not destroyed them. 
_ Though scattered in every land, they have 
not been mixed with any people. Why 
have they not been mixed with the people 
among whom they have lived? Why have 


ae 
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they been so kept? The case is anomalous ; 
there is certainly an important reason. 
What is that reason? To this question dif- 
ferent answers have been given. That 
which obtained in the church for many 
ages was, that they should return to Pales- 
tine, rebuild Jerusalem, their beautiful tem- 
ple, and live there as one people. Indeed, 
the statements of the prophet Ezekiel seem 
to the superficial reader to encourage this 
idea—that the Jewish people shall return 
to Palestine. He has measured the new 
city and the new temple, that is to be, with 
his reed, and He has told the people that 
this great city shall be builded, and this 
great temple shall be erected. But when 
we critically and carefully examine this 
great temple, we find it as large as the city 
of Jerusalem. The city promised, we find 
as large as the whole land of Palestine 
proper. Now, where is the land to sustain 
that great people, if it is all used in {the 
foundation of buildings and streets of the 
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city. Butin this great temple the daily 
sacrifice is promised. We know that inas- 
much as the great sacrifice has come, there 
will be no more offering of slain beasts ac- 
ceptable to God. The sacrifice must there- 
fore be a spiritual sacrifice. Jesus Christ’s 
atonement is the one daily sacrifice prom- 
ised to Jew and Gentile alike. This is a 
spiritual sacrifice, infinite in value, in its - 
efficacy, everywhere present; wherever man 
is found that by faith will come to Jesus 
Christ, then this sacrifice, this daily sacri- 
fice is all prevalent. Now, if the sacrifice 
promised is spiritual, the temple and the 
altar must be also spiritual. If the temple 
is spiritual, then the city in which it is 
builded is spiritual. The city is the spir- 
itual Jerusalem, and the Lord God is the 
temple thereof. This will account for that 
very strange statement, that the name of 
the city from that day shall be, “The Lord 
is there.” This city is indeed a large city ; 
it will fill the whole earth. The temple as 
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large as the city, and the sacrifice every- 
where present, and everywhere infinite in 
value. To this great temple the Jews will 
alternately come, and enter the spiritual 
city, the new Jerusalem, whose name shall 
be from that day, “The Lord is there.” 
They will go up to this spiritual temple and 
worship the Lord Jesus Christ, faintly-type- 
fied by the temple of Solomon, at Jerusa- 
lem. They will bring with them the sacri- 
fice once offered on Calvary by Jewish 
hands—the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For the Jewish people have the 
promise not only of being returned to their 
own city and temple, but of being united 
to the Christian Church. This seems to be 


the burden of the apostle’s argument in the | 


eleventh chapter of his epistle to the 
Romans. Says the apostle: “Have they 
stumbled that they should fall?” God for- 
bid. But that rather- through their fall 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles. Again: 
For if the casting away of them be the 
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reconciling of the world, what shall the re- 
ceiving of them be but life from the dead. 
Again: Now, if the fall of them be the 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of 
them be the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more their fullness? They have all 
now not believed that through your mercy 
they may obtain mercy. The prophets also 
represent the Jews as being most deeply 
affected, with a sense of guilt, when they 
realize that Jesus of Nazareth was their 
own Messiah for whom the fathers had 
looked so long; whom their prophets had 
so particularly described as to his person 
and work, and so frequently promised. 
When they realize this, then they. shall look 
upon him whom they have at ad 
mourn for him as one mourneth for an only 
son, and be in bitterness for him as one is 
in bitterness for his first born. Now then, 
what are we to expect from this noble peo- 
ple with such a history when they shall 
realize all this?—a people whom God has 
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called to a particular work about His . 


church and temple—to whom He gave the 
oracles of God—his holy law—and who 
have so faithfully preserved them for His 
church; a people who have built the tem- 
ple, who have prepared the synagogue, of 
whom, according to the flesh, Christ come; 
a people who, when in blindness, offered 
the sacrifice. I say, what are we to expect 
of this great people kept separate these 
eighteen hundred years from all people for 
a particular purpose? I say again, what 
is that purpose for which this people have 
been so widely scattered and yet so faith- 
fully preserved—a distinct people? Some 
may say that it may appear to the universe 
that they are receiving the penalty of their 
great sin in the crucifixion, and certainly 
this mav be one reason for their segrega- 
tion. But, inasmuch as this people were 
called of God, and have been principals in 
every historical event of importance all 
along the line of the church’s history, may 
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not the great reason be that they may take — 
the lead in preaching the gospel to the 
world? This people have many names 
among them of boundless wealth; they are 
in possession of almost every language and 
dialect; they are scattered in many parts 
of the world. Now, when they fully real- 
ize as a people that Jesus was the only 
Christ, will they not in every land rise up 
and preach with power, and be a mighty 
power in the hand of God again, of giving 
their own Messiah to the world? We are 
therefore to expect from the Jewish people 
a powerful missionary force in giving the 
gospel to the world. Then, indeed, the re- 
ceiving of them will be life from the dead. 
Oh! how the citadel of heathen darkness 
will totter and fall to the ground when 
Jew and Gentile shall join hand and heart | 
and voice in preaching Christ to the world, 
and shall go forth to do battle for Christ, 
and to the conquest of the nations. The 
Jewish people then have been kept sep- 
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arate during these ages to reveal their great 
sin and God’s justice in their terrible pun- 
ishment of their sin; also to reveal God’s 
infinite grace to them as a people, by His 
calling them into His church and making 
them an instrument in His hand, in preach-— 
ing the gospel to the nations; in calling 
the Gentiles (inspiring them with life from 
the dead), and in saving the world. From 
what has been above said, it has been as- 
sumed as well as proved that the world 
shall be converted to Christ. But the 
prophet says: ‘Yet for this will I be in- 
quired of them to do it for them.” 


SECTION IV.—PRAYER SHALL BE A POWER- 
FUL INSTRUMENTALITY. 


The millennium, like every other great 
revival of religion, shall be ushered in by 
prayer. The Holy Spirit will be poured 
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out upon the church and upon the world, 
a spirit of prayer and of supplication. We 
are told that the citizens of one city will go 
to another, and say come let us go and pray 
before the Lord. We have already seen 
the fulfillment of this prophesy—not only 
have men gone from city to city, but from 
nation to nation, calling upon young and 
old to go and pray before the Lord. But 
this will be much more general as we see 
the day approaching. Now, prayer is a 
law of Christian life, God’s people have 
always been a praying people, and the bet- 
ter the Christian, the more he has prayed. 
In times of great affliction God’s people 
have been much before the Lord, and their 
prayers have been answered in a remarkable 
degree. And, why not, as Jesus Christ has 
said: “If ye ask anything in my name, 
I will do it.” The commencement of all 
great revivals has been preceded by much 
prayer. Every great revival has been car- 
ried on by much prayer, and when prayer 
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has ceased the revivals have lost their power. 
Men, who have been successful in times of 
revival in accomplishing much, have been 
men who have been not only mighty in the 
scriptures, but mighty in prayer. God has 
promised the church the spirit of prayer in 
a wonderful degree in the time of those great 
revivals which shall usher in the millen- 
nium. If any two of you shall agree upon 
earth as touching one thing anc ask it shall 
be done. What then must be accomplished 
when the Christian world with one heart 
and voice shall ask—earnestly ask, that the 
world shall be given to Christ. How grand 
the vision, when Catholic and Protestant, 
Jew and Gentile, shall be found with heart, 
hand, soul and voice, united calling loudly 
to God to come and save the world from 
sin and death. When the Pope of Rome, 
his cardinals, priests and prelates, shall be 
found on their knees praying that God will 
come and save the catholic world. When 
Jewish Rabbis shall be found at the mercy 
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seat of Christ pleading for the pardon 
of the great sin of crucifying the Lord of 
glory. Then the catholics and protestants 
and Jews shall say, come let us go and pray 
before the Lord, for a dying world. Then, 
oh! then, the world must be saved, for 
Christ has said it, if two of you shall agree 
upon earth as touching one thing and ask 
it shall be done. When these protestant, 
catholic and Jew shall all meet together in his 
name, which is above every name, then may 
we be assured of the fulfillment of the prom- 
ise that where two or three are met in my 
name there am I—then truly shall the 
name of the new spiritual city be—THE 
LorD Is THERE. 


SECTION V.—IT SHALL BE THE WORK OF 
THE HOLY GHOST. 


This great work shall be ushered in by 
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_the presence and power of the Holy Ghost. 

The spirit shall be poured out upon all 
flesh, is the promise of God to his people. 
_ Now, the spirit of God is a spirit of prayer, 

of light, of life and of peace. We have ; 
already seen that the spirit shall be given 
as a spirit of prayer, and that through his 
efficiency there shall be much prayer at the 
dawn of the millennium day. The spirit 
itself will then make intercession for us, 
and through us, with groanings that cannot 
be uttered. 

First. Then the spirit of God will be 
poured out upon the church. We shall 
have clearer views of truth, at that time ; 
we shall not only know that the Bibleis the 
word of God, but we shall have a fuller 
apprehension and realization of the excel- 
lency of that truth—an ardent desire for 
the salvation of souls will then be one of 
the fruits of the spirit. This is always the 
case, when the spirit is poured out in any 
remarkable degree upon a church and peo- 


WORK OF THE HOLY GHOST. 131 


ple. When insuch large measure as itshall 
be poured out at last the whole church will 
be filled with a living zeal for the salvation 
of immortal souls. This zeal will make men ~ 
willing to labor for the accomplishing of 
the work. It will take away the fear of 
man and fill their souls with the fear of 
God, and an ardent desire for the establish- 
ment of his kingdom. Difficulties in the 
way of work on it will disappear. Success 
will attend every effort. Laborers in the 
spiritual vineyard will be encouraged by 
receiving a spiritual reward. The spirit 
will be a spirit of life. The church will not 
only be filled with zeal but with life—with 
the life of Christ--the same mind—the 
same life will bein us that is in Christ. 
The same mind which was in Christ when 
he left heaven and came into the world to 
save the world from death. ‘Thesamespirit 
will be in her which was in her head. This 
power of the life of Christ will enable the 
church to appreciate the meaning of the 
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Apostle when he says: ‘‘We are members 
of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” 
He will be a spirit of power—the church 
will be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might. It is not without meaning 
when the scripture says that the woman (the 
church) in the wilderness brought forth a 
man child. When thespirit shall be poured 
out upon the church in its fullness, when it 
shall inspire the minds, hearts and hands 
of the whole church, and fill them with di- 
vine power, and.lead us forth to victory 
then the promise of God’s word shall be 
fulfilled, one shall chase a thousand and 
two put ten thousand to flight. It will be 
a spirit of purity—not only will the Holy 
Ghost quicken and invigorate the church, 
but make her more holy. It will cause the 
church to grow in grace,and in the knowl- 
edge of God. The spirit will be a spirit of 
bliss. Love, joy, peace, faith, hope, assu- 
rance and boldness. These will be some of 
the special fruits of the spirit. It is not 
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pretended that there are new fruits of the 
spirit other than always have attended His 
operations, but we anticipate the spirit in 
much larger measure, and therefore the 
fruits of the spirit in greater power. When 
the church shall all love the Lord Jesus 
Christ supremely, all will love His gospel, 
love His law, love the souls of men. Oh, 
said the psalmist Jew, I love thy law. 
Itis my meditation dayand night. Oh, says 
the Christian Jew, I love thy people; now 
IT love thee. The spirit will not only be 
poured out upon the church in that latter 
day, it will be poured out upon all flesh. 
Our preaching would be of little avail if the 
spirit were only poured outupon the preacher - 
and upon the church. It is by means 
of the influences of the spirit that sinners 
are brought to Christ. The wicked world 
will have the spirit to give consciousness of | 
peril. By the spirit the Jew shall be 
quickened and brought to Christ; by the 
spirit the Protestant world shall be brought 
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to Christ; by the spirit the Catholic world — 
shall brought to Christ: and by the 
spirit the heathen world shall be brought 
by means of the gospel to Christ. Then 
the promise shall be fulfilled, the isles shall. 
wait for my law, the people that sit in dark- 
ness shall see a great light, and to them 
that are in the shadow of death light: is 
sprung up. When the power of the church 
and her converts shall have been united in 
praying, preaching and working for Christ 
and His kingdom, then we shall see strange 
movements in all the earth. Then the 
spirit will thus inspire the hearts of his 
saints, convert sinners, lead saint and sin- 
ner to Christ; then will it be known that as 
he who has begun a good work in the heart 
of his saints will carry it on unto perfec- 
tion. So he that has begun a work of 
grace in the world will carry it on until the 
work is finished and the world is saved; 
and he whose right it is will give the spir- 
itual gifts according to his own mind and 


ing of a ‘saints, a the work of the r min - 
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. 
Then it will appear that he who has laid the 
- foundation of this great spiritual bald 
_ will carry on the work until when finished 
ae the great, Zerubbabel, shall bring forth — 
_ the topstone with the shoutings of the 
whole church, and her head, grace, grace 


unto it. 


CHAPTER FIFTH. 
"THE DURATION OF THE MILLENNIUM—SATAN | 


BOUND. 


SECTION I. 


The daration of the millennium hasbeen 


ee _ regarded as settled for ages. Hor many Coe 


reasons, one thousand years has been re- 


| id garded as its utmost limit. Satan, one of 


the loftiest angels beforeithe throne of God, 
had rebelled against the'authority of Christ, 
and, therefore, had sinned and fallen. As | 


a part of the penalty of transgression, he mS 


was cast out of heaven and permitted to — 
come to this earth. While here he entered | 
the Eden’s bowers, where all else but him-_ 
self was beautiful and good. Entering, the ann 


ler 
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serpent, perhaps before that time, a beauti- 
ful creature, he approached our first mother, 
tempted her to sin against God in eating 
the forbidden fruit. She sinned. She 
tempted Adam. He sinned. He fell. 
They were cast out of Eden. They were 
compelled to toil for their daily bread. 
Satan has gone about from then until now — 
seeking whom he may devour. Innumer- 
able legions of pure spirits, influenced by 
his example, sinned with him, and were 
cast down to earth. These legions he has 
commanded during the ages that are past. 
They, too, have been tempting and destroy- 
ing men. The Lord Jesus Christ came to 
earth that he might overcome and destroy 
Satan and his work, andsave men. When 
the Savior appeared, he even dared to tempt 
him. He seemed for a time to leave the 
rest of human kind to inferior spirits, and 
to tempt himalone. But Jesus resisted all 
his powers and came off conqueror. After 
the crucifixion, the resurrection and ascen- 
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sion, he attacked the Church, the followers 

of Christ, with greater violence. The many 

bloody persecutions attest this. The many 

and terrible heresies attest this. The dark 

ages reveal this truth in clear light by their 

very darkness. But now atthe end of the 

age of darkness and sin, the prophet sees 

| the old serpent—the devil—bound by a 
ee mighty angel with a great chain, and cast 
out of the earth into the bottomless pit and 

shut up, and the seal of God placed upon 

it that he shall remain in it a THOUSAND 

YEARS, and deceive the nations no more un- 

til the THOUSAND YEARS were finished. 

-- Hence the Christian church has contended 2 
all along the line of her history that the 
millennium would last a THOUSAND YEARS. 

And the reasons for this view seem 
strengthened very much since we are in- 

formed by the same prophet (Rey. 20, 4.6) 

that there would be priests of the earth who 

should reign with Christ a thousand years. 

In one word, while Satan is bound the re- 
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deemed shall live and reign with Christ, 
but Satan must be bound a thousand years, 
therefore the redeemed shall reign with 
Christ a thousand years in undisturbed 
peace. All this seems to show that the 
reign of Christ shall be at least a THOUSAND 
YEARS. ‘ 

Moreover, an argument has been intro- 
duced from analogy. The world, say 
some, has had six thousand years of labor, 
toil, strife, and then comes the Sabbath of 
rest—a THOUSAND YEARS. Six thousand 
years of labor, one thousand years of rest. 
In the creation, God made all things in the 
space of six days and rested on the seventh. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day 
and hallowed it. . He also commands us to 
labor six days and to rest the seventh. In 
the land of Israel, where God governed the 
people by His own commands from heaven, 
He commanded that the land should rest 
the seventh year. Six years the people 
were to till the soil, but it was to rest on 
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the seventh. Thus it appears evident to 
many minds that we are instructed by the 
above analogy to expect at the end of six 
thousand years of conflict, one thousand : 
years of rest, peace and prosperity. The 


early church thought that the first thou- : ee 


sand years after Christ was the millennium, 
and they expected the end of time imme- 
diately after the end of thattime. A thou- 
sand years then is, and has been in allages © 
since Christ, in the mind of the church, as _ 
the proper and scriptural duration of the 
millennium. We do not hesitate, therefore, 


_ to teach that there will be a time of great 


| peace and prosperity to the church, to con- 
tinue at least a thousand years. 


* 
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SECTION II.—THE WORLD EXPECTS A LONGER 
TIME. 


But with all the light of the nineteenth 
century can we believe that the reign of 
peace will be confined in the narrow limits 
of one thousand literal years? Yes, if that 
is the proper interpretation of those texts 
of Scripture which reveal its duration, I 
would certainly believe it thus limited; 
whatever God’s word teaches is true. Let 
God be true but every man a liar. But if 
we can show by innumerable arguments, 
that those Scriptural statements are inten- 
ded to fix a much more extended limit to 
the reign of peace, then, we think that 
reason will respond to the view that it 
ought to be longer. Nearly two thousand 
years have been employed in showing the 
forbearance of God to the heavens above 
and to the earth beneath—to angels and to 
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men, and, in revealing and emphasizing 
the truth that however long, the long suf- 
_ fering of God may continue, it must have 
and does havealimit. Grace and judgment 
were illustrated in God’s dealings with the 
old world. The problem of sin and its ef- 

ect was wrought out most fully. All men ~ 
may read that history and know that the 
wages of sin is death. But nearly two 
thousand years were required to accomplish 
this—to teach the world that all important 
doctrine. | 

Again: T he preparation for the coming 
Savior, who was to be the final king, was 
long continued. The royal personage was 
announced again and again by the holy 
prophets. His character portrayed, he was 
described now as a meek and lowly man, 


and now as the mighty God. The prophet 
says unto us, a son is given, unto us achild 


is born, and the government shall be upon 
his shoulders, his name shall be called 
wonderful, counsellor the mighty God, the 
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everlasting Father, the prince of peace. 
The prophet speaks of him as a sufferer— 
asthe lamb slain. All his sufferings indeed 
are portrayed by the prophets. But to re- 
veal his holy character, his nature and his 
attributes, together with the nature of his 
works required more than two thousand 
years. During all that time sacrifices of 
the law were being offered, revealing his 
death, prophets were frequently announcing 
his coming, work and victories, while the 
ages rolled on; but when the fullness of 
time had come, the star of Bethlehem ap- 
peared, guiding the shepherd to the place 
where the infant Jesus was laid. We say 
more than two thousand years were neces- 
sary to prepare the way for the coming of 
him who was born king of the Jews. Not- 
withstanding the time was long, yet when 
the prophetical numbers were full, Messiah 
came _and was cut off but not for himself. 
And,as the prophets had announced and 
' the types had revealed, he arose from the 
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dead, he swallowed up death in victory. 
And now the age of conflict commenced in 
earnest between his followers and the fol- 
lowers of Satan. The battle raged with 
various victory—at one time Satan seemed 
to be the victor, at another Christ. When 
the martyrs were dying at the stake, Satan 
seemed to triumph, when Christians scat- 
tered by persecution preached Jesus with 
power, and multitudes were born again, 
Christ seemed to be in the ascendant. 
When, in the dark ages, the pall of death 
seemed to settle over the entire world, Satan 
seemed to have taken the throne; but when 
Luther and his coadjutors preached a pure 
gospel, Christ shook the very throne of 
Satan so terribly, that it has been falling 
ever since. And it will continue to fall 
until Satan is acaptive in the angel’s hand, 
and is bound with the great chain. This 
conflict also lasted about two thousand years. 
Now, since two thousand years were neces- 


sary to reveal to the universe what sin is, ~ 
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and how certainly and terribly its punish- 
ment must come, two thousand years more 
to prepare the way for the coming of the 
king—two thousand years more for the 
battles to be fought and the victories to be 
won, who, unless compelled by a stern ne- 
cessity could or would believe that the king 
when he comes in his kingdom will reign 
only one thousand years. We would expect 
him to reign many thousands of years, and 
we think that this now accords better with 
a true interpretation of Scripture. 


SECTION III.—IT WILL CONTINUE 360,000 
YEARS. 


There can be no doubt, as we have already 
seen, that the prophets have spoken of the 
reign as a thousand years. - But we must 
not forget that when we were showing at 
what time the reign of peace would com- 
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mence, we were compelled by comparing 
Scripture with Scripture, to conclude that 
the divine writers used the word day for 
year; the month, for thirty days; the 
week, for seven years, and the year for 
three hundred and sixty years. Daniel in- 
formed us, as we have seen, that after 
seventy weeks Messiah would come; he 
came after seventy weeks of years, not after 
seventy weeks of days. Ezekiel has given | 
us the law—a day for a year—in the inter- 
pretation of these prophecies. Babylon 
was to fall after 1,260 days, 42 months— 
time, times, and half a time, or three years 
and a half.» Now, in another part of this 
work we have proved that these all refer to 
the same time, and reveal the duration of 
the Church’s captivity as twelve hnndred 
and sixty years. This being the case, each 
year in the three years and a half must 
, mean 360 years. But if the year employed 
4 in showing when the glorious time will 
commence is three hundred and sixty years, 


ome. 
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each year employed in showing how long 
the time will continue ought to be 360 
years. But if each year is of this long 
duration, then a thousand years will reveal 
the true duration of the reign of Christ as 
three hundred and sixty thousand years. 
We are compelled to this conclusion from a 
fair interpretation of those texts that re- 
late to the commencement of that glorious 
time. In every one ot them a day is a 
year, a week is seven years, a month is 
thirty years, and a year is three hundred 
and sixty years. How, then, can the faith- 
ful interpreter conclude that the holy time 
must be measured by one thousand literal 
or historical years, and not rather by the 
prophetical standard by which the time 
until its commencement has been measured. 
And as the captivity of the Church con- 
tinued to the utmost limit of its measure- 
ment by this rule, we are constrained to 
conclude that her triumph will continue 
unto the full extent of the duration meas- 
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ured by the same rule. The millennium, 
then, will continue at fewest three hundred — 
and sixty thousand years, in which, the 
generation of men will all come and go; all. 
being the children of Christ. 2 


SECTION IV.—MAY BE LONGER TIME. 


God’s blessing and his manifested good-— 
ness are never less than his promises, but 
often much more. He has promised that | 
this glorious time shall last a thousand years, 
in the sense above stated, hence we are to 
expect a reign of the Redeemer upon the 
earth that long. In the 72d Psalm, 5th 
verse, we find the very wonderful statement 
that the righteous shall fear him as long as 


the sun and moon endureth, and throughout : . ie a 


all their generations. Now, this fear is to 
continue throughout all their generations, 
to continue as long as the sun and moon 
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endureth. Now, some philosophers are 
teaching that the sun’s power is slowly di- 
minishing, but even these think that his con- 
tinuance in the power of affording light and 
heat to this world, will be of very long du- 
ration. But so long as the sun and moon 
endures, so long shall the generations of 
men come and goand fear God. Let those 
men who are teaching that the end of time 
is near then, hide their faces for very shame, 
with the earth in its infancy. Oh! that men 
would fear the Lord, and study his word 
and believe its teachings. 


SECTION V.—DEVELOPMENT OF GRACE WILL 
CONTINUE. 

Development, the law of nature and of 

grace, will continue through the very long 

millennium age. Whoever has carefully 
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—— studied this world’s history in the light of 
a science, Scriptures, or facts will be con- 
: strained to conclude that it has come up to 
its present state of excellence by a process 
of development. That that development 
has been accomplished by the power of God 
: and the wisdom of God. Now, we have one 
oS God as a God of nature, and a God of grace. ~ _ 
) He observes the same laws. There have 


been miracles in nature, there have been and 

are miracles of grace—yet both nature 
i. and grace for the most part are 
subject to definite laws in their ope- 
rations. We have seen that grace in 
the human heart, after regeneration, goes 
on towards perfection. So grace in the 
world after the whole earth shall have been 
redeemed, and all men born again, will lead 
the world of mankind, with all its environ- 
ment, up towards a higher excellence. We 
are not to suppose that when the blessed 
time comes, and that not one unregenerate 
sinner remains unsaved, then there will be 
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nothing higher to attain. No; the world 
will then, by means of all the blessed influ- 
ences within it, continue to exercise its 
powers and its graces for higher attain- 
ments in the divine life. Piety will be ex- 
ercised, and by means of its exercise become 
nearer to perfection. The spirit, well 
pleased with the efforts of every one 
not to grieve Him, will manifest more 
power continually, and give sweeter cups 
of bliss; peace, love, joy, will become 
abiding principles in the hearts of the re- 
deemed. Faith and hope mightier powers 
to keep their souls in the way to heaven. 
The intellectual powers, not weakened by 
physical excesses, will be increased in 
strength and vigor in each succeeding gen- 
eration. As to-day, we have here and 
there a bright particular star in the 
intellectual firmament that shines with 
unobscured glory, then there will be suns 
and systems of suns radiating the light of 
truth with such effulgence, that as the sun 
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of day with his beams obscures the stars of 
night, so will these particular stars disap- 
pear in the presence of their united beams. 
Intellectually, physically, morally will the 
race become stronger and mightier—on- 
ward, upward will be the steady tread of the 
innumerable hosts. There will doubtless be 
giants on the earth in those days. Then 
there will be an increase in nnity. Behold 
how good and how pleasant a thing for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. The 
prayer of Christ will come nearer to a com- 
plete answer every day. The watchmen, 
and not only the watchmen, but all men 
will see eye to eye. Then views will be 
more like each other continually. Their 
eye nearer together. Yes, the prayer will 
be answered in a higher sense. Father, I 
will that those whom thou hast given may 
be one, as we are one. The moral law will 
appear with new beauty, The redeemed 
will see an excellence in the law that had 
never before been seen. It will appear 
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with lights and shades, and colors blended 
in all the beautiful combinations of bow in 
the evening cloud. The church will then 
better understand the meaning of David’s 
_language, when he exclaimed: “Oh, how 
T love thy law; it is my meditation day 
and night. Open thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wonderful things out of thy 


99 


law.” The law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the soul. The testimony of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eye. But 
the grace of Christ will be the one theme 
of which men will endeavor to know more 
and more as: the ages roll on, and that is 
only saying that Jesus Christ will be the 
one object of which the whole world will 
endeavor to have a clearer vision, whose 
divine image will be impressed more fully 
from one to another age upon the souls of the 
generations following. In one word, Christ 
shall be known, loved, and served better by 
each succeeding generation through the 
long succeeding ages of millennium bliss. 
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Nor will all that the prophets have said of 
the earth itself be accomplished ina single 
day, and ofa single miracle of power. That 
the earth is becoming more fertile even now 
than it formerly was, through the appliances ss 
of science and the hands of industry, none can 
doubt. And that the curse will be largely 
removed when the blessed time commences 
every student of the Bible must admit; 
but it, too, as we think, in the reign of peace, 
and the continued increase of knowledge, 
energetic labor and obedience, will go on 
towards perfection. That God will remove 
the curse and make the earth more fertile, 
does not at all imply that the use of means 
will be of no avail. “That even when the 
reign of peace commences the curse will be 
largely removed, does not imply that there 
will be no increase in its fertility. The ob- 
: jection is often urged that the earth could 
not sustain so great a people as this large 
age of peace would necessitate; but would 
there be any difficulty if that increasing 
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people, by its daily toil, and the increased 
blessing of God upon it, increase the fer- 
tility of the soil and develop its resources ? 
Growth is the law of everything good. As 
the earth is in its infancy now, and will be 
when the blessed time commences, so will 
the development of its resources be in its 
infancy when that glorious day dawns upon 
it. ‘The wilderness and the solitary places 
are to blossom as the rose. A handfull of 
corn will be found in the top of the moun- 
tains. It will continue to grow and in- 
crease until it will shake like Lebanon. 
The mountains, the sandy deserts, and per- 
haps much of the sea, will become very fer- 
tile and very fruitful fields. 

Moreover, if beasts of prey are to become 
domestic, it may be rather a gradual pro- 
cess than a miraculous one. Perhaps not 
every form of wila beast and every tame 
beast will lie down together when that glori- 
ous time commences, but this will be accom- 
plished by a process of culture and train- 


156 GRACE WILL CONTINUE. 


ing in the time so long continued. I sup- 
pose in that time that there will be no ser- 
pents, deadly and poisonous, in all the 
earth. The little child will put his hand 
into the hole of the asp, because the asp is 
not there. All this, too, may be accom- 
plished either by miracle or by the blessing 
of God upon human labor and industry. 
But what are we to say of labor itself, 
which has come upon us because of sin? 
If the curse is removed, must we labor on, 
when this is a part of the curse? The ap- 
pliances of science have already done much 
to lighten labor. So that more is done, 
much more, with much less labor. Weare 
doubtless to believe that one discovery will 
follow another until the burden of labor is 
removed, and men work as did Adam and 
Eve in the garden of Eden, to dress it and 
keep it without depressing or slavish toil. 
All this will be accomplished by the guid- 
ing hand, by the assisting hand of God, re- 
flecting his own excellence upon man and his 
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work and his earth, until the whole earth 
‘shall be full of the glory of the Lord. 


- CHAPTER SIXTH. 


= 
ee 


‘THE NUMBER OF THE SAVED—SOME SAY A _ 


VERY FEW WILL BE SAVED. 


SECTION I. pee 
‘Many think that a small proportion ae 
of the race will be saved. It can- : 
ae not be doubted that a large part of the 
church has believed that there will be a 
very small proportion of the world saved aa : 
through the, atonement of Jesus Christ. 
~The Jewish people supposed that Messiah © e 
was only for themselves and that the Gen- 
tiles had no interest in the!covenants and ee 
promises. They were even offended when — 
informed by the Apostles, that the Gentiles _ : 


s 
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were called, and had become partakers of 
the covenant promises and covenant bless- 
ings. Nor is it strange that their minds 
were so biased, when we consider, that the 
promise of grace had been made to them; 
that the miracles of power had _ been per- 
formed among them ; that in their wars Je- 
hovah had fought with_them; that they 
had been ordered to go to Canaan, and slay 
the nations and take their land; that they 
worshipped Jehovah and all other nations 
worshipped idols; and that God had de- 
clared his hatred to the idols and their wor- 
shippers. They did not, perhaps they 
could not, then see, that they were a typical 
people. They thought that in the future 
all things would remain as in the past. 
Too many of the Christian church have 
had very narrow views as to the number of 
saved through Christ. There seemed to be 
some passages of Scripture that strengthend 
that view, and at least to be an excuse for 
such belief. The question was put directly 
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to Christ while on earth: “Are there few 
that be saved?” ‘The answer was plain and 
direct : ‘Strive to enter in at the straight 
gate, for straight is the gate and narrow is 
the way that leadeth unto life, and few there 
are who find it. Because wide is the gate 
and broad is the way that leadeth unto de- 
struction and many there be that go in 
thereat.” The above would be a decisive 
argument in favor of the doctrine that a 
comparatively small proportion of the race 
will be saved, if the reference be to all time 
—and not to the time, then present and past. 
But if our Lord referred to things as they 
then were and had been during the past dis- 
pensations and for many years to come, and 
not to the whole future, his words might 
easily be true, and yet a very large propor- 
tion of the race saved. With these words 
of Christ before their minds, and the con- — 
dition of the world as it then was and had 
been for ages, is it strange that many good 
men who did not understand the promises 
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of God and the prdhecies of the future 
should thus conclude that there are few that 
be saved? They looked at the old world— 
wickedness prevailed, God’s anger was kin- 
dled against it because of its sin, and he 
destroyed it with a flood of waters. They 
looked at the nations round about Judea— 
their idolatry—their shameless sins—their 
wars—their efforts to destroy God’s people 
because they worshipped Jehovah. At the 
time of Christ, Jew and Gentile went away 
from God, uniting in the work of crucifix- 
ion—the Jew taking the lead in the bloody 
work. Certainly there were few then saved. 
After Christ, the persecution of’ his follow- 
ers everywhere, because they were holy men 
of God, must have convinced every observer 
that at that time there were few saved. 
And when they saw the dark pall of spirit- 
ual death settling over the entire world in 
the dark ages, during the captivity of the 
church many, souls felt that not many 
would enter into life eternal. We think that 
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the statement of Christ was intended as an 
exhortation to effort, with these many exam- . 
ples of failure before their eyes. Strive to 
enter into the kingdom, for many will seek 
to enter in and shall not be able. 


SECTION I.—INFANTS SAVED, ONE-HALF OF 
THE RACE. 


The above, as we have seen in a former 
chapter, covers a very small part of the 
world’s history. Then, while we must ad- 
~mit that during the past ages a very large 
proportion of the adult inhabitants of this 
earth have perished, yet we shall show that 
during its whole history, when that history 
shall have been finally and truthfully writ- 
ten, perhaps not one in one million shall 
have perished. No Christian need be 
alarmed at this. We do not intend to 
teach the unreasonable and unscriptural 
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doctrine that the adults among the heathen 
will be saved without Christ. For we 
know that “there is no other name given 
under heaven and among men whereby we 
must be saved,” but the name of Jesus 
Christ. We believe with the apostle, “that 
they who have sinned without law shall . 
also perish without law.” Nor shall we— 
teach with the infidels and unbelievers in 
the word of God, that the gospel will be 
preached to the lost in hell; for we know 
that they shall go away into everlasting 
punishment—but the religious into life 
eternal. 

It is, however, absolutely certain, as we 
have seen in another chapter, that the earth 
is still in its infancy. Six thousand years 
of her history have been nearly completed. 
A thin cloud and a single step separates be- — 
tween the present age of darkness and con- 
_ flict and the full-realized glory of the millen- 
nium day. During the past six thousand 
years perhaps one-half, or nearly so, have 
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died in infancy. The whole church, or 
almost the whole church, is united in the 
opinion that those who have thus died are 
saved. True, the Scripture has not in a 
single text affirmed this doctrine. Yet it 
is believed from the boundless mercy and 
infinite grace of. our Lord Jesus Christ, as 
revealed in the word of God. If, then, 
these all have been saved, one-half of those 
who have lived up to the present time have 


been saved, dying ininfancy. ‘The Church 


of Christ, by her efforts, has saved some, 
and perhaps more than we, in our unbelief, 


imagine. We may, then, fairly conclude 


if all who have died in infancy are saved, 
that more than one-half of the race who 
have lived up to the present time and have 
died are in heayen, holy and happy with 
Christ. This thought itself is a cause of 
great joy to the Christian. 
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SECTION IlI.—ALL IN THE MILLENNIUM 
SAVED: 


We have ina former chapter proved, that 
the duration of millennial bliss, will be 
three hundred and sixty thousand years, 
and perhaps much longer. During this 
long reign of grace generations of men will 
come and go, will be born, born again, and 
die, in Christ. Now, when we consider that 
the race will probably increase in number 
all through the long ages, so that in the re- 
mote future a generation of men will con- 
tain many times the present number of 
souls, we are constrained to believe that 
not one in a million of this race will, at last, 
perish. There are now perhaps about 
1,500,000,000 of inhabitants upon the 
earth.. We must expect a large increase in 
every generation during the coming age. 
The race, to the enlightened mind, pressing 
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onward to the heavenly kingdom, may be 
compared to a large river, fed by its tribu- — 
taries, deepening and widening in itscourse, — 


until, at last, it empties its volume in the — oa 


vast ocean. So the race of human kind, 
when regenerated, will march onward, and 
march upward, until a great number, that | 
no man can count, is united before the — 
throne of God praising Christ. 


- 


SECTION IV.—SOME PASSAGES OF SCRIP- 
TURE TEACH THAT THE SAVED WILL BE 
INNUMERABLE. 


There are many passages of. Scripture 
which teach that the saved will be innumer- 
able. In Hebrews, the eleventh chapter — 
and twelfth verse, the Apostle says: 
“Therefore sprang of one and him as 
good as dead, so many as the stars of the 
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sky in multitude, and as the sand which is 
by the sea shore innumerable. These all 
died in faith.” And in Genesis the same 
truth is affirmed: “And the Lord God 
brought Abraham forth and said: ‘Look 
now toward heaven, and tell the stars if thou 
art able to number them: And he said 
unto him so shalt thy seed be.” Doubt- 
less the spiritual seed was here intended. 
The prophet saw a great number around 
about the throne, that no. man could num- 
- ber, praising God. After Abraham had 
virtually offered up Isaac upon the altar, 
the angel of the Lord called Abraham a 
second time from heaven and said: “By 
myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for be- 
cause thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son. That in 
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying 
I will multiply thy seed asthe stars of heaven, 
andas the sand which is upon the seashore.” 
So also in God’s covenant with Jacob, he has 
informed him in Genesis, thirty-second 
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chapter and twelfth verse, that his seed 
shall be as the sand upon the sea shore, in- 
numerable. Perhaps each of these pass- 
ages has its final fulfillment in the spir- 
itual seed—the covenant people. The 
finally saved, therefore, are said to be in- 
numerable—a great company that no man 
cannumber. The enumeration tables carry 
numbers very far, but not far enough to 
reach the number of the redeemed through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. They are as 
numerous as the grains of sand upon ocean 
shore, but who can number these? Numer- 
ous as the stars, but who can tell the num- 
ber of the stars? As these innumerable 
hosts ascend the battlements of heaven, 
the angels may well sing, “Lift up your 
heads, oh, ye gates, and be ye lifted up ye 
everlasting doors, that the King of Glory 
may come in with his redeemed and blood- 
washed spouse.” Who is this King of 
Glory? The Lord, strong and mighty ; 
the Lord, mighty in battle. Who is this 
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King of Glory? The Lord of hosts, he is 
the King of Glory. The one who is 
mighty to save, able to save all that come 
to God by him. 


SECTION V.—REASONS WHY THE SAVED 
SHOULD BE NUMEROUS. 


But what does reason affirm as to the 
number of the saved? Does reason agree 
with what has been proved from Scripture? 
So far as reason is concerned, she has noth- 
ing in the world to affirm, either pro or 
con, if nothing had been revealed upon 
the subject. Without a revelation she is 
dumb. But with all that has been revealed 
in the word of God on the subject of salva- 
tion, reason may venture to agree with the 
clearest light. She may speak in favor of 
the one view or the other, as she under- 


Now 
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stands God, and his word, and his works. 


_ Now, then, knowing, as we do, the stupend- 


ous preparation that has been made for say- 
ing men—the infinite sacrifice that has been 
offered for their souls, the almighty power 
and infinite grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and also both the weakness and the wicked- 
ness of Satan, is it reasonable to suppose 
that Christ would withdraw from the con- 
flict, and leave Satan master of the field, 
and the souls of almost all men in his hand ? 
Is it reasonable and can any one believe 
without a clear word of revelation that God 
would send forth his-Son into the world to 
redeem the world, that the Savior would 
come and offer himself as a sacrifice and 
leave the majority of men unsaved, and in 
the hands of the foe? Is it not much more 
reasonable to suppose, that since an infinite 
atonement has been made, since unutterable 
sufferings have been endured, the pleni- 
tude of the spirit has been received ; is it not, 
I say, much more reasonable, that the great 
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majority of the race will be saved at last. 
Some, it is true, will refuse the grace, will 
stay away from Christ and die in their sins. 
Perhaps, almost all the race that have come 
to years of accountability up to this time 
have done so. Perhaps many will do so 
for a few years to come, but the time of 
darkness will soon be over anda great light 
will appear. In that light all will walk. 
This salvation of Christ is a wonderfully 
great salvation. It saves men from awful 
and untold suffering, during infinite ages; 
it saves them in union, the most intimate 
with Jesus Christ; it saves them in bliss 
through infinite ages; it saves them from 
sin and iniquity that is simply unspeakable; 
it saves them in heaven above where all is 
peace and infinite bliss. It saves by means 
of the infinite and eternal love ofthe Father, 
the infinite atonement of the Son of God, 
and wonderful condescension of the Holy 
Ghost, coming to us and dwelling in our 
hearts. It saves a great number that no 


‘SHOULD BE NUMEROUS. * 


Beye ene 3 It brings them into in- 
finitely near and dear relations to Christ—in 
his image, riches, honor, glory, bliss. le, 
places them upon the throne of Christ, 
clothes them with his robe, it crowns them 


_ with his crown. 


CHAPTER SEVENTH. 


PRESENT WICKEDNESS. 


SECTION I. 


To this reasoning many objections have 
arisen in the sceptical mind. When men 
look upon the state of the world as it now 
is, and see the wickedness that exists— 
things passing along as they were from the 
beginning, as they say—they feel con- 
strained to inquire, where is the promise of 
his coming? Where is the evidence of 
universal righteousness while the whole 
earth is covered with so much wickedness? 
It is, however, an evidence of entering 
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light when deformity appears. The blind 
eye can see neither good nor evil, but when 
restored to sight it can see at once the beau- 
ties of nature, and her blemishes. So, too, 
with souls in darkness and sin, these can- 
not properly appreciate the wickedness of 
their fellows, but when the light enters 
these minds, then they are burdened with 
the thought of the wickedness of men. 
And often, alas, very often, these are dis- 
couraged as to the progress of the course 
and kingdom of Jesus Christ, because they 
now see as they never could see before— 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin. 

The burglar, hidden away in a dark 
chamber, is unobserved, but when the same 
apartment is searched with lighted lamp, 
then the foe is discovered and delivered to 
the officer. No one can doubt, whose eyes 
are not blinded by sin, that this is a day of 
great light. The foes of human kind for 
ages unobserved are beginning to appear, 
and they make the impression that the for- 
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mer days were better than these. But they 
were not. These days are better than those. 
That there are forms of crime now that did 
not formerly exist, none can doubt; that 
the clearer the light the greater effort will 
be made upon the part of the enemy to ob- 
scure that light is evident. The prophet 
had this thought in his mind when he said : 
“Satan has come down unto you with great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but 
a short time.” The apostle was also pos- 
sessed of the same idea, when he wrote that 
memorable text: “I was alive without the 
law once, but when the commandment came, 
sin revived, and I died.” ‘The past eigh- 
teen hundred years have been an age of 
conflict between light and darkness, between 
sin and holiness, between Christ and Satan. 
At one time darkness appeared to prevail, 
at another light; now under the influence 
of the gospel holiness is victorious, and now 
sin is in the ascendant. But if the above 
reasoning has been correct, and it is cer- 
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tainly reasonable and scriptural, the day of 
battle draws near its close, the time for 
final decisive action has come, that the uni- 
verse may see which of these champions 
will appear the mightier. We would expect 
some heavy blows to fall from the hands of 
each party. Napoleon, on the day of 
Waterloo, which decided his fate, which 
wrote St. Helena, and not Paris, upon his 
brow, had his old guards lying still all day 
waiting for the final action at eventide. . 
Wellington, the great commander, repre- ; 
senting England’s throne and power, held es 
his army of reserve all day from the fight ; 
that they might secure the victory at 
nightfall. As the sun was disappearing in 
the western horizon, Wellington commanded 
his reserves to arise and complete the vic- 
tory. Napoleon rode along the line in the 
middle of his old guards and cried: “Old 
guards up and at them.” And then such 
a scene of carnage, as may the world never 
see again. The battle raged furiously until 
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the old guards were nearly all fallen. At 
one place an old guard stood erect, his com- 
rades near him all ‘dead, his country’s 
standard was in his hand, the enemy in 
force approached and cried: “Old man, 
surrender.” The old guard wrapped the 
flag around his body, and answered; “Old 
guards, know how to die, but they know 
not how to surrender.” And he fell down 
dead before the conquering foe. The bat- 
tle had raged furiously all day. Many 
noble men had fallen. But now to Napoleon, 
upon the event of that day was victory, sla- 
very, ordeath. It was slavery. It wasSt. 
Helena, not Paris. A British guard, not a 
French crown. Such was the fate of Na- 
poleon, that the champions fought on his 
side and fell down dead before him and for 
him. Such will be the fate of Apolyon, 
the thrones and dominions—fallen men and 
lost men fight for him and die with him. 
There is another Waterloo. A much more 
terrible conflict. It has been raging many 
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days. The champions on either side com- = 
manded in person. This however isaspir- — 
itual conflict. Each captain has his men ee 
reserved for the evening of the long day of : : 
battle. This as I think, is that evening, = 
The shadows of the day of conflict are fast 7 a 
falling—beyond the evening cloud a bright- i 
er sun will appear so soon as the victory | E 


shall have been won. The old men and 


the young men and maidens have been 
waiting for the decisive action at the close 
of day. But now the prophetical numbers 
are nearly full, as Satan knows full well— 
he has called up his old guards, these are 
already in the field, their swords are whet- 
ted, their bows are bent, they are clad with 
the coat of mail, they are waving the black 
banner of eternal death. They are all stand- 
ard bearers. Their colors are black. Death 
and hell are written upon them. The cry © 
of Apolyon, their commander, is: “Old 

guards, upand at them.” He now sees— 
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say not Wellington—for, behold a greater 
than Wellington is here, the  victo- 
rious Christ striding along the lines 
of His army. He is clad with a ves- 
ture dipped in blood; his name is called 
the word of God; he calls aloud to his re- 
serves, young men and maidens, and little 
children: Up, arise, complete the victory. 
Lift up your eyes and see; they come, the 
Sabbath school army is on hand; the Ep- 
worth league is ready ; the Young People’s 
Society of Christian Endeavor all over the 
world are coming to join the battle, to gain 
the victory—the victory for Christ. The 
conflict must rage while many deeds of 
darkness are done. Even the old guards 
of Satan will finally fall, every one of 
them wrapped in the black banner of death, 
and the young men and maidens, old men 
and women, and the little children who have 
_ been blessed by the great prince, will wave 
the blood-stained banner of the cross, and 
raise one long continued shout of victory, 
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that all earth, all hell, and all the heavens 
shall hear, victory! victory! Worthy is 
the lamb that was slain to receive power and 
riches, and wisdom and blessing, and 
strength, and honor, and glory. Then will, 
the mighty angel descend out of heaven 
with a great chain in his hand, and he will 
bind the old serpent, which is called the 
devil and Satan, and cast him into the bot- 
tomless pit and shut him up, and he shall 
come out no more until the thousand years 
shall be finished. Brethren, you and I, as 
I conceive, live in the evening of that day. 
If we are Christ’s children, we belong to 
his reserves; we have been kept from the 
fight in the darker ages, reserved to fight 
and conquer for Christ. The banner all 
stained with blood is waving. Some are 
recruiting while others are fighting, and if 
you cannot find your proper place in the 
ranks, fight where you are. It is said that 
upon the day of the battle of Bunker Hill, 
a yeoman came from the country, hay- 
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ing heard the firing. He could not find his 
proper place in the army of his country, 
and he at once turned on the foe and com- 
menced firing as his own judgment dictated. 
If you cannot find a place in the army to 
suit you, fight where you are with the 
weapons you happen to have, the word of 
God and the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and many foes will fall down before you 
and surrender themselves to the authority 
of Christ. Soon the battle will be over, 
the victory will be won, the enemy shall be 
ours, and we will crown our Savior, Lord of 
Lords, King of Kings. 


SECTION II.—THE CORONATION. 
After the victory the next thing is to 
crown the king. Jesus Christ has been a 
king frometernity. Before the incarnation, 
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with the Father and the Spirit he reigned 
in beautiful harmony and delight over the 
universe created by the united power of the 
divine God. But in order to man’s redemp- 
tion he humbled himself and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God hath highly exalted him 
and given him a name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow of things in heaven, of 
things in earth, and things under the earth, 


and every tongue should confess that Jesus — 


Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father. He said just before his departure: 
“That, all power in heaven and on earth is 
given unto me.” Jesus Christ exercises 
this mediatorial dominion to-day. There 
is not a throne above or a stratum beneath. 
There is not a throne inheayen, or a power 
in hell that is not in the hand of Jesus 
Christ as its king. This mediatorial reign 
of Christ is universal now, and he must reign 
until every enemy is subdued under his 
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feet. The last enemy that he shall destroy 
is death. Jesus Christ however hasaspiritual 
government, by the exercise of this power 
he is subduing the hearts of men to himself; 
he is destroying the powers of darkness 
and of death; he is freeing the captive 
bound with the chains of spiritual slavery. 
He will continue to exercise this power un- 
til all men are subdued to himself. If any 
finally resist him; if any nation refuses to 
receive him spiritually, and he permits it 
so to do, that nation he will destroy. If 
any man refuses to obey him, and will not 
yield a spiritual obedience, that man shall 
be cut off. All that live when the great 
spiritual battle shall have been fought and 
the victory won, shall be subdued unto 
himself. Then will come the grandest day in 
the history of fallen men—when they shall 
crown him King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. I see the nations of the earth 
which have so long resisted his will, so long 
resisted his power, bending before him, with 
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palms of victory in their hands and crowns 
of glory upon their heads, coming forward 
with rejoicings to crown Jesus Christ King. 
We may see the distant islands of the sea, 
in places most remote, that had experienced 
dense darkness; we may, I say, see those 
islands flooded with the glorious beams of 
the noonday radiance from the countenance 
of the sun of righteousness. We may see 
them, I say, coming with a glorious crown in 
their hands, and placing it upon the head 
of him whose right it is. 

Africa’s sable sons, who had fallen so low 
and lived without Christ so long, will be 
found retracing their steps, seeking for and 
finding the footprints of Christ, and walk- 
ing therein. In that dark land a great light 
will have arisen, and in their darker and 
colder hearts the light of the divine spirit 
and the warmth of the divine love will en- 
ter, and having awakened from their sinful 
pleasures, and having entered into the active 
enjoyment of the spiritual service and spir- 
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itual bliss, they will not only trust the great 
sacrifice, but they will adore the great 
King. They, too, then will come and bow 
their heads before the ineffable glory, and 
place the crown upon the head of Christ, 
and crown him Lord of all. These, says 
the prophet, shall come from the land of 
Sinim (China), that land more bound, more 
firmly bound by Satan’s chains of dark- 
ness thin any other, and perhaps longer 
than any other, will break the terrible chain, 
give themselves to Christ, and come for- 
ward with a glorious crown in their hand 
~ and crown his head with their glory on that 
glorious day when the teeming millions 
shall come from the land of Sinim and 
crown Jesus King. 

India has already started, she is casting 
away her idols. She is already in many 
parts seeking Jesus Christ, many have 
already found him—others are seeking. 
The day is near therefore when she shall 
have her crown prepared, her glory ready 
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for his head. She will soon, in harmony 
with all who love and adore him, come for- 
ward and bow herself as a great people and 
crown Jesus Christ king and ruler. Ger- 
many will be ready to welcome King Im- 
manuel—to bow the knee to his sovereign 
- sway and to cast the crown upon his head 
who is worthy. And France, now united with 
that. great Empire in the bonds of Chris- 
tian love, will come to worship before him, 
and will be ready then to crown one king 
over both nations, and that king Jesus. 
Then too Turkey, the most determined foe 
of the nations will have prepared a crown 
for his head, and forgetting the false 
prophet, will come to Jesus and the Bible. 
She will place a crown of many stars upon 
his head. Tothe praise of his name will 
her voice be raised, and every heart will be 
in sympathy. ‘Yes, to the name of Jesus 
will these nations come and praise him with 
shoutings while they crown him King. 
Russia, that great nation, which in many 
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respects is so like our own, and has so fre- 
quently stood friendly to us, Russia will 
rise to a more spiritual plain and come and 
bow her head, burdened with a massive 
crown, not of pure gold, but of pure glory. 
She will place her crown upon the head of 
him who already has on his head many 
crowns. And that great people spiritual- 
ized, elevated, will crown Jesus Christ king 
of kings-and Lord of Lords. Then will the 
sons of Abraham come with deep repent- 
ance, faith, and love to Jesus. They will 
look upon him whom they have pierced, 
they will mourn for him as ove mourneth 
for an only son and be in bitterness for him 
as one is in bitterness for his first born: 
With hearts thus subdued, remembering 
David, they will with glad hurrahs crown 
David’s greater Son. Oh, how joy will fill 
every Jewish heart while, David’s brethren 
are crowning David’s Son King of the Jews ; 
and they will write in the crown, not on the 
cross, ‘“I’His 18 JESUS oF NAZARETH, THE 
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Kine oF THE Jews.” Then will the Pope 
descend from his royal throne with a crown 
more precious than rubies, more costly than 
diamonds, and he will with bended knee 
and rejoicing heart crown Christ King. 
We are interested in every movement of 
Great Britain. She speaks the same lan- 
guage, she professes the same religion, she 
sends her missionaries to the nations to 
glorify the same Christ. She is bound to 
us by the ties of blood, she is largely en- 
gaged in the same great works. That is a 
great Empire, the sun ever shines upon it. 
The sun never sets upon it. That Empire 
is to-day governed by the great and good 
Victoria, her reign has been the grandest 
and most glorious of all England’s rulers. 
Yes, that nation at that great day of victory 
will come, with an awe inspiring crown of 
glory. I seem to see it in the great Victo- 
ria’s hand. That nation will come and let 
the crown, glorious, fall upon the head of 
him whose name she has already preached 
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in all nations. Lastly, brethren, we too will 
come—yes America will come with a crown 
—a glorious crown. Liberty will be written 
upon it—yes, liberty to worship Christ. 
Liberty to every one to worship Christ— 
none daring to molest or to make afraid. 
We will come with this crown of glory pre- 
pared by many millions of hands for the 
head of Jesus Christ. Glorious crown ! 
Glorious head wearing so many crowns. 
Aye, all nations will come together with 
their innumerable crowns and cast them 
upon the head of Christ—and we will crown 


him—yes, we will crown him Lord of all. 
All hail! 
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All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall ; | 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him, Lord of all. 


Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Ye ransomed from the fall! 

Hail him, who saves you by his grace, 

- And crown him, Lord of all. 

Sinners! whose love can ne’er forget 
The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your tropies at his feet, 
And crown him, Lord of all. | 


Let every kindred, every tribe, 
On this terrestrial ball; 

To him all majesty ascribe, 

. And crown him, Lord of all. 


Oh, that with yonder sacred throng, 
We at his feet may fall ; 

We'll join the everlasting song, 
And crown him, Lord of all. 


CHAPTER EIGHTH. 
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ee 


SECTION I. 

Jesus Christ, by his word and spirit, hav- 
ing put down every foe, shall reign by his 
spirit in the hearts of all men, not fewer 
than three hundred and sixty thousand 
years; and, perhaps, a much longer time. 
But after this long reign of peace and pros- 
perity in the church and the world, a part 
of the race that shall be born will be unre- 
generate ; and, influenced by Satan, who 
shall then be released from his prison, they 
shall undertake anew the warfare with the 
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people of God, and continue the conflict 

until fire shall come down from heaven and 
Deane _ destroy them. After this, and we know not s 
: Pas how long after this, Christ shall come to the 
final judgment. The Scriptures speak of 
but two advents of Christ in which he shall 
be visible to mortal eyes. The one when 


he became incarnate; the other, when he 
shall come in the clouds of heaven to judge 
the world. 3 
True, there are passages of Scripture that 
represent him as coming to us in spirit, as 
when he said to his disciples, filled with © 
sorrow, because he was about to leave them : 
ae “T will not leave you comfortless. IJ will 
ba come unto you.” This was a definite 
promise to individuals of his spiritual pres- 
ence and help, and through them to all his 
sorrowing people in every age. And he 
also said to his disciples in general, “If two 
or three are met together in my name, there 
am I in the midst.” The same spiritual 
presence was promised when he said to his = 
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apostles: “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature, and lo! 
I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. | 
He also promised that he would come 
unto his children at death. As when speak- 
ing to the jealous disciples of John, the be- 
loved disciple: “If I will that he tarry 
until I come, what is that tothee? Follow 
thou me.” ‘The other apostles all suffered 
martyrdom; but John awaited in old age 
until Christ came to him in a natural death. 
Moreover, he said to his people: “Watch, 
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come.” Again: “Be ye also ready, for in 


— such an hour as ye think not, the son of 


man cometh.” ‘These latter texts refer to 
the hour of death. This implhes that when 
Christ comes to his saints at death, that he 
will take them to himself. As in the four- 
teenth chapter of the gospel by John, he 
says: “In my Father’s house are many 
mansions. If it were not so, I would haye 
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told you. I go to prepare a place for you; 
and if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you to myself, 
that where I am, ye may be also.” Now, 
here he promises to prepare a place in his 
Father’s house, where he himself dwells, 
and then to come and receive his disciples 
to himself that they may dwell with him in 
his Father’s house when he comes for them at 
death. Rev. 14:18, the prophet says: “I 
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 
Write, blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord, from henceforth; yea, saith spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors and 
their works do follow them.’ Here the 
Christian is blessed from the time of his 
death in the Lord. Paul hassaid: “Iam 
in a strait between two; having a desire to 
remain, which is more needful for you, and 
to depart and be with Christ, which is for 
you. For, for me to live is Christ, but to 
die, is gain.” Here, again, the apostle 
affirms that to die is to be with Christ. 
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Now, surely no Christian will insist that 
Jesus Christ is in the middle place all these 
two thousand years, while the scriptures 
affirm over and over again, that he is in 
heaven. But where Christ is, there the 
Savior and his inspired apostles affirm that 
the souls of the redeemed are immediately 
after death. There is, therefore, no middle 
place where souls are kept until the judg-_ 
ment day—they are holy and happy in 
heaven, if they have loved and served 
Christ upon earth. But say some, there is 
an intermediate place called paradise—to 
that place and not to the heaven of heavens 
the penitent thief was taken by Christ on 
the day of the crucifixion, for Christ said 
to him when he prayed: ‘Lord, remember 
me when thou cometh into thy kingdom. 
To-day shalt thou be with me; not in 
heaven, but in paradise.” 

Paul, in twelfth chapter of second Corin- 
thians, from the beginning of that chapter, 
has very clearly informed us what and 
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where Paradise is. He says: “Itis doubt- 
less not expedient for me to glory. I will 
come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 
I knew a man in Christ above fourteen 
years ago (whether in the body I cannot 
tell, or whether out of the body I cannot 
tell. God knoweth); such a one caught 
up tothe third heaven. And I knew such 
a man (whether in the body I cannot tell, 
or out of the body, God knoweth), how 
that he was caught up to paradise, and 
heard unspeakable words which it is not 
lawful for man to utter.” 

Now, here Paul clearly intimates that he 
himself is the person of whom he is 
speaking. He first says he was caught up 
tothe third heaven. Now, the Bible speaks 
of the atmospheric air, and calls it heaven ; 
it also speaks of the starry heavens: and 
then of the abodes of the blessed in heaven. 
That there might be no mistake the Apostle 
first calls it the third or highest heaven, 
and then varies the expression that we all 
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might know that paradise is the highest 
heaven, the abode of the blessed after death. 
To that place, the heaven of heavens, the 
penitent thief, went on that awful day—to 
that place all the redeemed, as to their 
souls, go so soon as released from their bod- 
ies, and are blessed forever more. But 
these manifestations of his presence and help 
to his children in trouble here, or his com- 
ing to take them to himself are not the ad- 
vent that is intended when he affirms that 
all shall see him. 

But the Scriptures teach that at the sec- 
ond coming Christ will appear visible to 
every eye. The righteous and the wicked 
shall all see him when he comes the 
second time without sin unto salvation. 
The prophet has said: “Behold, he 
cometh with clouds, and every eye shall 
see him, and they also that pierced 
him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of him.” The angel that appeared 
when he ascended, said: ‘This same Jesus 
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shall come in like manner as ye have seen 


him go into heaven.” Our Lord says: 


“They shall see the Son of Man coming in 


the clouds of heaven with power, and great — 


glory.” Again: Our Lord said to the 
High Priest: “Hereafter ye shall see the 
Son of Man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 
These passages of Scripture assume that 
when he comes in the clouds all shall see 
him, and that this shall occur but once more 
and that at the end of the world. 


SECTION II.—RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 


When Jesus Christ shall come in the — 


clouds of heaven the dead shall be raised, 
both the righteous and the wicked. The 


Prophet Daniel says: “Many that sleep in 


the dust shall awake. Some to everlasting 
life, others to shame and everlasting con- 
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tempt. And they that be wise shall shine 
with the righteous of the firmament; and 
_ they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars forever and ever.” Our Lord affirms 
the same without any sortof limit: ‘“Mar- 
vel not at this for the hour is coming in the 
which au that are intheir graves shall come 
forth; they that have done good to the res- 
urrection of life; and they that have done 
evil to the resurrection of damnation.” 
Again: “Whenthe Son of Man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of 
his glory, and before him shall be gathered 
all nations.” Paul affirms that thereshould — 
be a resurrection both of the just and of the 
unjust. And John said in the Apoca- 
lyptic vision: “I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God, and the books were 
opened ; and another book was opened— 
which is the book of life; and the dead were 
judged out of the things which were writ- 
ten in the books, according to their works. 
13 
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And the sea gave up the dead which were 
in it, and death and hell gave up the dead 
which were in them.” 

Now, this general resurrection of the 
dead is to take place at the second coming 
of Christ. This is the uniform representation 
of Scripture (if a single passage of Scripture 
be excepted which we shall hereafter exam- 
ine.) Some haveargued that there will betwo 
resurrections of the dead from the passage 
in 1 Thes., 4.16, where it is said that, “the 
dead in Christ shall rise first.” But it 
must be remembered that the apostle there 
had been comforting believers as to their 
friends who sleep in Jesus. He told them 
that their friends shall not be deprived of a 
vision of the second advent of Christ. 
That the dead in Christ shall rise first ; 
that is, before the living are changed, and 
all together shall be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air. This was to take place 
at the end of time. The single passage in 
Rev. 20, 4.6, seems to teach that there will 
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be a resurrection of some of the saints be- 
fore the millennium, if that passage is to be 
taken in its most literal meaning. Now, it 
is evident that it must be taken in its lit- 
eral meaning, or it must not. That it is 
not to be so taken seems to be evident from 
the fact that the whole Bible elsewhere 
teaches that there is to be but one general 
resurrection, and that at the last day. 
Now, it seems to be a false method of in- 
terpreting scripture, when hundreds of 


_ texts of scripture either state or imply that 
_ there shall be only one resurrection of the 


righteous and the wicked at the end of time, 


_ to base the fact of a two-fold resurrection 
on a favored interpretation of a single text, 


no other book would be interpreted on 
such a principle, especially when in the 
same book there is so much that is spiritual 
and metaphorical. 

But if any insist that the text must be 
interpreted severely literal, what does it say ? 
I saw the souls of them that were beheaded 
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for the witness of Jesus. He does not say 
hesaw their bodies, butif the premillenialites 
insist that this text does teach that their 
bodies are to be raised—whose bodies? A 
few of the martyrs who had not in any way 
contaminated themselves with the sins of 
the heart. The text by no kind of strain- 
ing can be made to teach that all the re- 
deemed will be raised before the millen- 
nium. We know that Enoch and Elijah 
ascended to heaven with their bodies, their 
bodies doubtless being changed as those 
who are alive when Christ comes the second 
time shall be changed. When Christ was 
raised from the dead some saints came out 
of their graves and entered the holy city, 
and, we are not told, but perbaps they went 
up to heaven being changed as to their 
bodies, as the saints will be changed who 
shall arise at the last day. But the resur- 
rection was not general among the dead 
saints because a few wereraised. And now 
if, at the commencement of the millennium, 
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a few of the holy martyrs should be raised, 
for specific work during the long ages of the 
millennium and go on to heaven, being 
changed as to their bodies in the ascent, 
how does that prove that there will be a 
resurrection of all the saints at that time? 
True, it says, blessed is he that took part in 
the first resurrection. The whole church 
believes there is a speeial blessedness to the 
holy martyrs. Now,if this should be, if 
some of the martyrs should be raised at that 
time, then Enoch, Elijah, the saints that 
arose when Christ rose, and these martyrs 
would all be required to present themselves 
for judgment with others at the last day. 
The spiritual view of the text is most in ac- 
- cord with the scripture teaching throughout 
the old and the new testament. But the 
literal view gives not the shadow of a 
ground for believing that the resurrection 
of all the saints will take place at the com- 
mencement of the millennium. Now, as 
this is the only text upon which the pre- 
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millennium view of the resurrection can 
rest, that doctrine stands in thin air. ~ 

Therefore, when Christ comes in the 
clouds of heaven, the dead, small and great, 
righteous and wicked, shall stand before 
his judgment seat. 


SECTION III.—THE FINAL JUDGMENT. 


The final judgment will probably take 
place at the second advent of Christ. Jesus 
Christ will be the judge of all the earth. 
God is judge of right and in fact, but he 
hath committed all judgment to the Son 
because he is the Son of man. Because he 
is aman. That all men may see a man 
upon the judgment throne. , 

It is proper, also, that he should be the 
judge for the comfort of his saints, and the 


dismay of his foes. He that has begun the — 
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work of saving his church should carry it 
on until the work is finished ; that will only 
be when they appear before his judgment 
throne in their bodies and receive the re- 
ward of their deeds; it is fitting also that 
as he has entered into the conflict with 
Satan that he should finish that war, by 
casting him and his legions, down to 
outer darkness. To be the judge of saint 
and sinner, is a!suitable reward for his life 
of suffering and his atoning death. He 
humbled himself and became obedient unto 
death, even unto the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow of things in heaven, of 
things in earth, of things under the earth ; 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is kord to the glory of God the Father. 

When then the day of judgment shall 
come it will be announced in heaven for the 
first time. The angels will then know for 
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the first time when that day shall be. Jesus 
Christ, while upon earth, the prophets be- 
fore and after, have given us revelations as 
to when the captivity of the church should 
cease, and when the millennium should 
commence but, our Lord said, of that day 
and power knoweth no man—no not the 
angels of God, nor the Son, but my Father 
only. The angels didnot know. The Son 
of Man did not know. This could only be 
said of Christ as to his humanity. Jesus 
Christ is God, and as such he knows all 
things. God is an infinite spiritual sub- 
stance—he fills immensity with his pres- 
ence. He also fills eternity with his pres- 
ence. ‘To-day he is in every part of space, 
he is from eternity to eternity—he fills all 
the eternity of the past—all the eternity of 
the future with his presence. He is endowed 
with every kind of vision. He knows every 
thought that has ever been in any heart— 
every thought that will ever be in any 
heart. He knows every word that ever has 
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been spoken by any tongue or ever will be 
spoken by any one. He knows every act 
that ever has been done or that ever shall 
be done. In one word he knows all things, 
and therefore as God he knows just when 
the day of judgment shall be. But he is 
also a man, and as to his human mind is 
limited in knowledge, and at the time that 
he uttered these words did not know as to 
his humanity when the day of judgment 
would be. When, then, that day shall come 
it will be announced in heaven that the day 
of judgment has come. Then the angels 
will adorn themselves in their most glorious 
apparel. When announcing the birth of 
Christ, the resurrection of Christ, the sec- 
ond advent of Christ, the angels appeared 
in their glory. But how much more glo- 
rious will they appear when all the holy 
angels clad in the habiliments of glory 
shall come with Christ to the judgment 
throne. 5 

_ Then Christ and his glorious retinue shall 
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descend in the clouds of ever and the ; 


throne shall be established in the air above 
the earth. Then the trumpet of God shall 


sound so loud that all that are in their — 


graves shall come forth—the righteous and 
the wicked. Then the souls of the right- 
eous shall come forth from heaven and enter 
their bodies—come from HEAVEN, not from 
any middle place. Paul has settled that, 
very clearly ; he says, I am in astraight be- 
tween two, having desire to remain which 
-is more needful to you, and to depart and 


be with Christ, which is far _ better. 


For me to live is Christ, but to die is gain. 
The souls of the redeemed therefore will 
come from heaven and enter their glorified 
bodies. Souls of the wicked will come forth 
from their dark abode of hell and enter their 
bodies, then soul and body, the whole world 
of human kind will arise. Sea and earth 
will sort out their dead. 

Then thejoy of some families shall be 
complete. They have attended the same 


= 
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church—heard the same ministers preach 
the blessed Gospel. They had all believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Father, mother, 
sister, brother, children, all been saved 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ- 
Again and again had entered the sacred 
enclosure, and took one and another hence, 
until the last and the loveliest had gone to 
the grave. They all had been buried to- 
gether near the old church, where they had 
worked and worshipped. But now the 
trumpet is heard. They all arise—and 
they come forth. The children look up 
and see the glorious form of father and 
mother, they clasp hands, they embrace, 
they love as never loved before. Mother 
says, it’s my Mary, or my Jane, my Ida. 
The father, more tender hearted now than 
while here, says, there is my John or George 
or Matthew, all is well now. Ihave some- 
times wondered if there would not be an 
emotion of sadness even in these holy minds 
if in that sacred enclosure, a wayward son 


210 SECOND ADVENT. 


or daughter would appear clad in the dark 
habiliments of death and dark despair. 
Parents, think of this while working for the 
salvation of your children. It may inspire 
you to be more faithful about, and active in 
the exercise of “it. 
After all are raised from their graves, 
then we shallascend and surround the judg- 
ment throne. Those who shallbealiveand 
remain will be changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye at the last trump, for 
the trumpet shall sound, (says the Apostle), — 
and the dead shall be raised and we shall 
be changed. Then, at that time, the right- 
eous shall be found on the right hand of the 
Judge and the wicked on the left. All 
men will be there—not one exception. 
God calls now by his word, by his minis- 
ters, by his spirit; and, men do not obey, 
but all will then obey, every one whom he 
shall call will come to judgment. ‘The 
parents and their children will be there. 
The ministers of Christ and their their peo- 
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ple will be there. Sabbath school teachers 
and their classes will be there. Gentle 
reader, you and I will be there. Men and 
women that have tried to save men will be 
there. The holy apostles, prophets and 
martyrs will be there. Luther and Calvin 
and Wesley and all these great reformers 
will be there surrounded by their influence. 

Sad to say there is another class that shall 
be there. I see them on the left hand of 
the Judge, The men who have lived to 
destroy souls will be there. ‘Tom Payne, 
Voltaire, Hume—with a host of modern 
infidels, and others, within and out of the 
visible church will be there, surrounded by 
those to whom they have administered death 
and destruction. Saloon keepers will be 
there surrounded by their victims whom 
they have destroyed—-in one word, all the 
wicked will be there to meet those whom 
—their wickedness has ruined—when all 
are there before the judgment throne, then 
the book will be opened. The first book 
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that will be opened will be that of your own 
remembrance. This will be necessary that 
the sentence of the Judge may appear just 
to each one. Men will merely be self-con- 
demned. ‘This is a principle of the human 
mind that impressions made upon it, or 


ideas contained in it may, owing’to condi- | 


tion of the physical organism, slumber, but 
when freed from that encumbrance will all 
appear vivid to the mind again. The re- 
newed body will be suited to the highest 
exercise of the mind, and therefore every 
impression ever made upon the mind will 
reveal itself at the final judgment when the 
books are opened. ‘The second book that 
shall be opened upon that all important oc- 
-easion will be the book of God’s remem- 
brance. He will then reveal to the uni- 
verse all we have thought, said or done. 
Many Christians would live better lives if 
they could realize this. They. persuade 
themselves that after regeneration all our 
sins are covered up, in such a sense that 
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they will never be known any more, and 
hence, alas, they indulge their passions 
where they would not had they known that 
the universe must know all they are, and 
all they have done. God was faithful in 
the care of all the Bible saints, their black- 
est crimes he has made public. David's 
adultery and murder were revealed to all 
the world. The-sins of Solomon and Samp- 
son—all were revealed. Now, it will be — 
necessary that every~person’s true charac- — 
ter, with all that he has done, should be 
made public, that the universe may know 


_God’s judgment is just. The sins of all- 


sinners will also be revealed, that all may 


_ know that the Judge has been alike just to 


friend and foe. There perhaps will be as 


many degrees of dignity and happiness in 


heaven as there will be persons there, cer- 
tainly as many as there have been degrees 


of holiness and faithfulness among his 


saints. Also, as many degrees of misery 
among the lost as there have been shades of 
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wickedness here. But friend and foe will 
pronounce the judgment of God a just judg- 
ment. Righteous art thou, O, Lord, who 
art Judge, will be the language of every 
heart. 

The third book that will be opened will 
be the book of life. In that book the names 
of all the saints will be found written— 
from the foundation of the world. Now, 
when these books all shall have been open- 
ed and their contents. published, then the 
sentence will be pronounced. We are 
sometimes asked what is the use of a judg- 
ment, since every redeemed soul knows be- 
fore that heaven is his home, and every lost 
soul in hell knows what must be his doom. 
The answeris easy. The saints enter heaven 
not on account of any merit of their own, 
- nor on account of any work that they have 
done, but solely upon the ground of the 
merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. But the 
degrees of happiness there, the Savior 
records, that they will receive in addition 
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to their admission to the heavenly bliss, will 
depend upon their own faithfulness. To 
illustrate: Luther would have entered 
heaven so soon as his load of sin was gone 
and his soul born again, if he had died, but 
he will receive much more of bliss, now, as 
he is surrounded. by the reformation. So 
too all men who have not believed on 
Christ will finally perish, but those who 
have despised the truth, have blasphemed 
his name, and perish will experience 
greater torment. Now the final judgment 
will reveal the justice of God in the distri- 
bution of various happiness to his saints 
and various misery to his foes. 

The sentence will then be pronounced 
upon his enemies so soon as the revelations 
shall have been completed. 

Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
Depart! This itself a terrible sentence— 
depart from Christ. To persons nurtured 
in,the church—who have heard Christ and 
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his grace so magnified that they thought in = 
the last hour they would repent, believe, 
and be saved, but now they see Jesus Christ ae 
himself and they hear his voice say to them, 
depart from me. Not only this but they — 
must go with the curse of God resting upon ~ 
them. Depart from me ye cursed into | 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. And now the awful pit of woe 

is uncovered. The smoke of their torment 
—the blackness of darkness beneath. The 
mouth of the pit is open for them, which is 
bottomless. The burning flames, all before 
them. Blackness of darkness fills their 
minds, hearts, veils their faces. They go 
hence, they makethe last leap. Now, 
they are in the burning flames—and 
they know that they can come out no more 
forever. 

Now, I know not much about the condi- 
tion of the lost, and I pray God that my 
readers may never know by experience, but. 
the Scriptures have exhausted every form of 
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expression of which human tongue is capa- 
ble to show its terribleness. It is to have 
the curse of God—it is fire and brimstone 
—it is the gnawing of the worm that never 
dies—outer darkness—it is eternal death 
—to enter a pit which is bottomless—these 
are some of the expressions used to show 
how terrible is the penalty of sin. Let no 
one say that if these be metaphors, the real- 
ity is less than the language imports. If 
God is true the suffering of the lost must 
at least be equal to that affirmed in the 
statements and metaphors of the Bible. 
Then to this terrible punishment has the 
Savior declared that he will consign the 
finally impenitent. Those who perish from 
Christian lands will remember their happy 
home—kind parents—perhaps _ plentiful 
surroundings—the house of God—the 
songs of Zion. But these to be never en- 
_joyed any more. Oh, what would they give 
to be taken once more in the old church 
and hear the faithful man of God invite 
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them to Je esus Christ—and hear thes songs. Be 
of Zion sung— 


“The Lord’s my Shepherd, I will not want— 
He makes me down to lie; 


In pastures green, vielen vee me, 


To the quiet waters by.”’ 


Or that beautiful and appropriate hymn : 


Rock of ages cleft for me, 


Let me hide myself in thee, 
Let the water and the blood 
From thy riven side which flowed, 


~ Be of sin a double cure, 


Cleanse me from its guilt and-power. 3 
aa hope is lost in black despair. Back to oe e 
_ that home—to that church—to those minis- __ 
‘trations—to those songs of Zion they can 
never come. They are Lost, FOREVER 
LOST. 7 
But we turn from this awful snbneeien 


from these awful sufferings, to blessedness _ 
of the saints. Jesus himself will turn from : 
an the lost to his own children and say: 
Come ye blessed of my Father. Think of 
it, Christ with sweetest smile, he will oa Be 
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upon you and say: Come. IthinkI see 
the whole army of the redeemed come 
nearer, when they hear these blessed words 
come, ye blessed of my Father. Do, 
you see that kingdom, lifting his hands to 
heaven, while the gates are standing open 
wide, do you see that kingdom, it is yours. 
Do you see those mansions of glory, they 
are yours. Do you see that glorious throne 
—that crown, these too are yours. Come 
now, inherit these. They have been pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the 
world. 

Then-they will gather around him, while 
the angels sing in their loftiest, sweetest 
strains: Lift up your heads, oh, ye gates, 
and be ye lifted up ye everlasting doors, 
that the king of glory may comein. Who 
is this king of glory? The Lord of hosts, 
with his redeemed spouse, he is the king of 
glory. Then Christ and that numerous 
throng, that neither man nor angel can 
number, will enter in through the gates into 
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thecity, and the gates will be forever closed, 
and they shall go out into the ways of sin 
no more forever. Happy that people, then, 
whose God is the Lord. Then Christ will 
deliver up the keys of the mediatorial king- 
dom to God, even the Father, that God may 
be all in all—and Jesus Christ will re- 
main head over his own redeemed church. 
Then cometh the end. The earth will then 
be wrapped in flames, and purified by 
fire, and, thereby prepared for whatever use 
God ordained. Whether it shall be the 
future home of the saints, or angels, or other 
creatures we know not, we care not, for we 
know that the great name of him, who was 
crucified, shall thereby be glorified. 
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RICHMOND COLLEGE. 


Richmond College, of which the author 
of the foregoing pages, is President, is loca- 
ted in Richmond, Jefferson County, Ohio. 
This is a small village, pleasantly located, 
among the hills of eastern Ohio, with an 
elevation of 1,300 feet above the level of the 
sea. This village is not excelled in health- 
fulness and beauty of scenery by any part 
of the State. It is sufficiently remote from 
the cities and larger towns to be free from 
their vices, so much, and so justly, feared | 
by parents and guardians. Students, of 
good moral character, who desire to study 
and make the best use of their time, are 
earnestly invited to come to Richmond Col- 
lege, and pursue the very excellent and 


\ 


thorough courses of study that are provided 


by that Institution. Expenses are merely 


nominal. Any good young man who is a- 
faithful worker will be furnished with busi- 
ness, by the President, by which he can ; 
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easily make money enough in vacation to — 


pay all college fees during the following — 


year. Send for catalogue. Address, 
Gro. W. MaAcMILLAN, 


Ph. D., D.D., Pres., Richmond, Jeff. CoO. 
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